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Avoidina  closin 


Anglicans  offer  solution 
to  Gaza  hospital  problem 


By  Susan  Cubes 

GAZA  (BP)—'-  '  ..  _ b_ 

o f  the  Gaza  Baptist  Hospital  has  re-  leaguered  institution, 
commended  that  administrative  re-  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
sponsibility  for  the  hospital  be  trans-  Board  officials  will  discuss  this  and 
f  erred  to  the  Church  Missionary  Soci  other  options  and  expect  a  recommen- 
ety  of  England  by  Jan.  1,  1982._  dation  on  the  hospital’s  future  to  be 
The  trustees,  related  to  three  South  made  at  their  May  board  meeting  in 
era  Baptist  hospitals  in  the  Middle  Richmond,  Va. 


Thp  hoard  rf  trustee!  ^  Church  Missionary  Society,  an  The  hospital,  school  and  church  are 

I^l2,tl^  “1!l;gthefmanclallybe'  Anglican  evangelical  missions  agency  the  main  thrust  of  Baptist  witness  in 

which  opened  the  Gaza  hospital  in  Gaza.  Although  results  have  been 
1879,  continues  to  hold  title  to  hospital  slow,  as  in  many  Muslim  areas,  there 
properties  because  clear  title  could  not  was  a  revival  last  year  with  28  profes- 
be  obtained  alter  Southern  Baptists  sions  of  faith.  Many  have  remained 
took  over  the  medical  work  in  1954 Jt  secret  believers  because  of  the  Muslim 
offered  to  take  back  responsibility  for  faith’s  importance  to  social  structure, 
the  hospital  when  they  heard  the  Tommy  Adkins,  a  hospital  adminis- 
F oreign  Mission  Board  might  have  to  trator  and  a  Southern  Baptist  missio- 
close  the  institution.  nary,  said  it  is  very  important  to  keep 

If  terms  of  the  transfer  agreement  a  witness  in  Gaza.  “We  feel  quite  con- 
are  worked  out,  Southern  Baptist  mis-  fidentthatif  the  Anglican  church  takes 
sionaries  who  want  to  will  remain  at  over,  we  will  be  able  to  have  a  witness 
the  hospital  on  loan  to  the  new  ad-  here  under  this  arrangement.” 
ministration.  Most  have  indicated  The  serious  financial  crisis  at  the 
they  would  like  to  remain.  The  Baptist  hospital  were  brought  about  by  sev- 
church  <m  the  hospital  grounds  would  eral  factors.  The  patient  load  has  fal- 
continue  meeting  there  and  the  school  len  and  workers’  wages  have  risen  84 
of  health  sciences  would  still  gain  ac-  percent.  To  compensate  for  these,  the 
cess  to  its  buildings  through  the  hospi-  hospital  terminated  47  of  its  109 


session  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  This 
vention  in  Los  Angeles  can  be  expected 
to  deal  with  controversial  subjects  in 
an  even-handed  manner.  ■ 

Committee  chairman  Charles  D.  ;J|p 

Graves,  pastor  of  Nichols  Hills  Baptist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  appears  to  , 
reflect  the  composition  of  the  group.  A  [HI 

self-described  “conservative”  in  IM9|| 

theological  matters,  Graves  said  he  {  A# 

has  a  "real  desire  to  be  fair.  "He  added 
that  he  considers  himself  conservative  Mp 

theologically  in  the  same  way  “every  H 
Southern  Baptist  I  know  is  conserva-  * 

tive.” 

Graves  said  he  has  yet  to  feel  pres¬ 
sure  from  other  Southern  Baptists  who  R|fg 

will  be  pushing  their  favorite  causes  in 
Los  Angeles  before  the  resolutions  |wi 

panel.  But  he  expects  he  will. 

Tax  status  M 

of  church  H 

schools  eyed  ■ 

By  Art  Toalston  ' 

Religion  Editor  rara! 

Jackson  Daily  News  piKs 

A  Mississippi  civil  rights  case, 

Green  v.  Miller,  targeted  segregated 
academies  in  Mississippi  in  1971.  Con-  flUi 

tributions  to  such  schools  are  not  tax- 
deductible,  the  U.S.  District  Oourt  for 

the  Btstrtet  of  Columbia  ruled  — ■ - - 

kasj  mr,  the  case  became  a 
church-state  issue  headed  for  the  Joyis 

Supreme  Court.  It  also  kindled  a  con-  Church, 
stitutional  confrontation  between  gram  s» 
Congress  and  the  judiciary.  First  Chi 

On  May  5,  1980,  the  court  placed  which  he 
church-operated  schools  founded  educatio 
while  public  schools  underwent  de-  Voluntee 
segregation  in  Mississippi  under  includin' 
Green  v.  Miller’s  provisions. 

Judge  George  Hart,  Jr.  ruled  that  SBC 
church  schools  must  provide  specific 
"proof  of  active  and  vigorous  recruit 
black  stu¬ 
dents  or  teachers. . . in  order  tojre- 
tain' their  tax-exempt  status. 

»^The  ruling  quickly  gained  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  church  schools  across  the  U.S., 
and  34  congregations  in  Mississippi 
have  retained  attorneys  with  national 
reputations  for  specializing  in  First 
Amendment  religious  law. 

Today  the  court  will  hear  arguments 
to  reopen  Green  v.  Miller  so  First 
Amendment  issues  may  be  raised. 

Seeking  to  intervene  In  the  case  are 

••  C  TJ.-i  T  r  »  I 


One  consideration  is  the  admistra -  administration  recommends  that  the 
tion  proposal  to  eliminate  a  postal  sub-  phasing  subsidy  be  part  of  that  cut,  the 
sidy  which  allows  nonprofit  mailers  committee  has  the  option  of  leaving 
such  as  the  Baptist  Record  and  other  the  subsidy  in  place. 

Baptist  state  newspapers  to  move  to  But  even  if  the  House  committee 
full  postage  rates  on  a  graduated  were  to  decide  to  leave  the  so-called 
basis.  “revenue  foregone”  subsidy  at  the 

A  16-year  phasing  process  for  these  current  funding  level,  it  is  likely  that 
and  other  nonprofit  publications  was  some  cuts  would  result  since  the  Se- 
set  up  by  Congress  to  soften  the  blow;  of  date  Government  Affairs  Committee 
its  1970  decision  to  require  each  class  has  already  reported  its  recommenda- 
and  subclasp  of  mailer  to  pay  its  full  *hal  the  phasing  process  be  elimi- 
cost.  nated. 

T*  .  .viministration's  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  eliminate  funding  for  the  phas¬ 
ing  would  require  nonprofit  mailers  to 
begin  paying  full  rates  this  October  in¬ 
stead  of  1987. 

The  impact  of  the  Reagan  proposal, 
according  to  an  April  survey  of  Baptist 
editors,  would  be  to  double  the  postage 
bills  of  these  papers,  forcing  them  to  WASHINGTON  (BPJ  —  A  Baptist 
produce  extra  income  kom  their  sup-  agency  has  announced  its  support-fora 
^pc^tihg  cbny^ntinos-b#  agencies  or  group  of  students  at  the  University  of 
throligh  higher  su  bsc n/tion  ra tes  or  to  Missouri  -  Kansas  City  whose  case 

reduce  the  number  of  issues  they  pub-  against  the  school  for  prohibiting  on- 
ljlh.  campus  religious  services  reached  the 

A  representative  of  religious  non-  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  Februarjr. 
profit  publication  mailers  was  Inafriend-of-the-courtbrlef  sunmit- 
scheduled  to  testify  at  the  committee's  ted  May  1,  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit- 
first  hearing.  May  13.  By  June  15,  the  tee  on  Public  Affairs  sided  with  the 
committee  will  be  required  to  report  students,  who  four  years  ago  were  de- 
its  recommended  cuts  to  the  fyouse  nied  the  right  to  conduct  services  on 
Budget  Committee.  the  campus. 


School  lesson  taught  Dy  Louise  Shannon,  and  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  With  Joy  Yates  on  camera  is  Jane  Russell  with  the 
autotjarp,  and several  children  from  the  church's  kindergar¬ 
ten,  Camera  operators  are  Sissy  Grisham  and  Grace  Meyer. 
The  church  was  one  of  several  in  Mississippi  which  recently 
met  to  form  a  Fellowship  of  Broadcasting  and  Cable  Minis¬ 
tries.  Purpose  is  to  share  information  about  such  ministries 
among  the  group,  f  Tjp  Nicholas  photo) 


La  messengers  to  ia< 
broad,  critical  issues 


Joint  Committee 
supports  group 


Among  theco).L„...;^5  l^.osbll 
be  a  proposed  change  in  messenger 
qualification,  the  report  of  the  corn- 
issues  mittee  on  boards,  which  nominates 
.  annual  trustees  to  the  20  SBC  organizations, 

meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  and  the  performance  of  those  boards, 
vention  June  9-11  in  the  Los  Angeles  agencies  and  institutions. 

Convention  Center.  Floating  underneath  nearly  every 

Sandwiched  among  an  array  of  cr it-  issue  to  come  before  the  estimated 
ical  issues  will  be  usual  matters:  sing-  8,500  to  10,000  registered  messengers 
ing,  preaching,  praying,  business,  is  the  question  of  doctrinal  integrity, 
hearing  reports  from  the  agencies,  creedalism,  biblical  infallibility,  and 
adopting  a  $93  million  Cooperative  inerrancy. 

Program  budget  and  listening  to  tes-  Much  of  the  pre-convention  thunder 
timonies  on  missions,  evangelism  and  and  lightning  has  centered  on  the  of- 
Bold  Mission  Thrust.  fice  of  president,  a  volunteer,  non- 

salaried  post  with  a  few  key  powers. 
P  Incumbent  Bailey  E.  Smith,  42,  pastor 

y  Tor  VPrir  of  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  of 

5  J  Del  City,  Okla.,  was  elected  on  the  first 

-a  ballot  in  the  198C  St.  Louis  convention, 

n  lTl  PI  I*  K  an<l  will  seek  the  traditional  second 

,  one-term  as  president  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

$144,173  above  that  figure.  For  the  Abner  V.  McCall,  65,  president  of 
year,  however,  the  total  is  still  $153,422  Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  has 
below  toe  $4,218,333  that  is  the  pro-  announced  he  will  allow  his  nomina- 
rated  figure  for  four  months  tion  to  challenge  Smith.  Supporters 

The  year-to-date  figure  of  $4,064,911  say  McCall’s  candidacy  offers  a  clear 
is  $141,970  more  than  for  toe  same  choice  between  factions, 
period  of  a  year  ago,  Kelly  reported.  Other  candidates  are  expected  to 
This  is  an  increase  for  the  year  of  3.6  emerge  at  the  convention,  turning 
percent.  what  has  traditionally  been  an  unop- 

“A  figure  of  $153,422  below  the  posed  reelection  into  an  all-out  cam- 
.  budget  for  the  year  is  not  a  pleasant  paign. 

executive  &  *  jlurer  of  thq  thought  as  we  contemplate  the  year  Much  of  toe  controversy  centers  on 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  thus  far,”  said  Kelly.  “It  is  encourag-  one  of  the  few  powers  a  president  has: 

April  million-  ing,  however,  when  we  remember  that  appointments.  Under  SBC  rules,  a 

dollar-montlrwith  81318726  Thus  at  the  end  of  $267,595  president  car"  fttinfluenre  through 

April  of  this  year  had  gifts  of  $82,090  belowthebudgetforthefirstquarter.”  appointment  of  .he  committee  on 
more  than  for  the  same  month  of  last  he  added.  “Mississippi  Baptists  con-  committees,  which  in  turn  nominates 

year,  Kelly  pointed  out.  This  was  an  Unue  to  keep  their  world  missions  the  committee  on  boards,  which  is 

increase  of  7.3  percent.  commitments  uppermost  In  their  charged  with  nominating  trustees  to 

The  budget  figure  for  a  month  is  minds.  This  is  the  attitude  of  Bold  Mis-  govern  the  20  SBC  agencies 
61.054.583.  The  April  gifts  were  sion  Thrust.’.’  It  is  this  power  a  faction  of  biblical 


U.S.  Reps.  Trent  Lott,  R-5th,  John 
Ashbrook,  R-Ohjp.  and  Ffrvpert  Dor- 
RiCalif  ,  %.  j9sse  Helms, 
in-«JC:'/af(3  the  Clarksdale  Baptist 
Church. 

Attorney  William  Ball  of  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  who  won  a  landmark  Amish 
school  case  in  1972,  is  handling  the 
case. 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  an¬ 
nounced  last  week  it  will  support  the 
motion  to  intervene,  which  is  "a  total 
switch”'  from  its  position  under  toe 
( Continued  on  page  2) 

Mission  ffivir 


LOS  ANGELES  ( BP)  —  A  registra-  ment  of  10  messengers  should  elect  no 
tion  card  or  a  written  confirms  bon  will  more  than  10  persons.  “The  cons  tl  tu¬ 
be  required  for  messengers  to  register  tion  has  no  provisions  for  alternates 
at  the  1961  annual  meeting  of  the  and  alternates  will  not  be  registered,” 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Los  Porter  said. 

Angeles.  3.  Persons  elected  mast  be  a 

Registration  Secretary  Lee  Porter  member  of  the  church  which  electa 
said  toe  persons  who  try  to  register  them. 

without  the  card  or  written  confirms-  4.  Messengers  must  register  per- 
tion  will  not  be  registered.  sonaliy  and  persent  either  the  regist- 

Porter  outlined  the  steps  which  must  ration  card  or  written  credentials 
be  token  prior  to  toe  Los  Angeles  con-  from  the  church.  Without  the  written 
vention  in  order  for  persons  to  receive  records,  they  will  not  be  registered, 
accreditation  to  vote  as  messengers  Porter  said 

-.  The  registration  cards,  Porter  said, 
1.  A  person  must  be  elected  properly  are  available  to  churches  through 
by  the  church  under  constitutional  re-  state  convention  offices  and  most  as 
qujrements  which  permit  one  mes-  sociations, 

pqgkC  O'  <r^**?ierating  church"  A  credentials  committee  has  been 


and  one  additional  messenger  either  appointed 
for  each  *250  of  contributions  to  the  Smith,  anc 
work  of  toe  SBC  ar  each  258  members,  rulings. 
The  church  must  use  either  the  con-  Registry 
tribution  or  the  membership  test,  and  3  p  m.  Su 
not  a  combination.  No  church  may  Angeles  C 


Associational  Emphasis  Week:  May  18-24 


Maryland  representative’s 
board  service  said  invalid 


m  renovation 

Mrs.  Ruth  Glaze,  Director 
Christian  Education 
Baptist  Children’s  Village 

It  is  true  that  mission  efforts  come  in 
all  shapes  and  sizes.  It  is  also  true  that 
mission  efforts  come  in  many  different 
locations.  For  the  Baptist  Men's  Group 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon,  the 
mission  field  was  located  within  20 
miles  of  their  homes  on  the  India  Nun¬ 
nery  Campus  of  The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village. 

Replacing  floor  and  ceiling  tiles,  a 
great  amount  of  painting,  refiitishing 
kitchen  cabinets,  repairing  bath 
facilities,  and  putting  finishing 
touches  on  a  brand  new  birdhouse 
were  a  few  of  the  many  jobs  underta¬ 
ken  by  the  group  during  this  mission 
action  project,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rusty  Griffin,  Hayes  Graves,  and  Phil 
Phillips,  Mission  Action  Chairmen  of 


Included  in  the  report  are  the  nomina-  change  the  report  other  than  if  a 
tions  of  six  new  trustees  from  Mary-  nominee  dies  or  moves  to  another 
land  and  one  renomination.  Of  the  six  state,”  he  said.  Kirkpatrick  said  the 
new  nominations,  two  replace  trustees  report  is  a  committee  report,  rather 
who  were  eligible  for  renomination,  than  that  of  any  individual,  although 
but  were  not  renominated.  he  did  say  the  committee  based  its  vote 

Claude  Kirkpatrick,  a  hospital  ad-  on  "the  advice  of  the  representatives 
ministrator  from  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  from  each  state.” 
and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Even  before  the  revelation  of  An- 
boards,  said  he  was  unaware  of  An-  drews'  church  membership,  several 
draws'  church  membership,  but  said  it  groups  within  the  denomination  have 
will  not  change  the  report  of  the  com-  indicated  they  will  challenge  the  re¬ 
mittee.  port  when  it  is  presented  to  the  conven- 

“ Right  now  there  are  no  plans  to  tion. 


Blacks  now  largest 
SBC  ethnic  minority 


tfie  group. 


Some  32  men  gathered  during  all  or 
parts  of  a  three-day  period  to 
spearhead  a  major  maintenance  un¬ 
dertaking  in  Memorial  Cottage,  which 
is  home  for  12  boys  and  three  staff  per¬ 
sons. 

Relocation  of  utility  room  fixtures 
and  building  bookcases  for  each  of  the 
boy’s  beds  were  two  principal  items  in 
the  work  agenda.  In  the  completion  of 
the  bookcases,  each  young  person  and 
child  has  more  “private  space"  in 
which  he  can  store  his  own  personal 
belongings. 

The  cabinet  refinishing  now  pro¬ 
vides  a  bright  sparkling  look  to  the 
kitchen  in  Memorial  Cottage  and  af¬ 
fords  “family”  and  guests  alike  a 
sense  of  welcome  and  warmth. 

Woman’s  Misssionary  Union  mem¬ 
bers  from  First  Baptist  Church,  Bran¬ 
don,  also  contributed  many  hours  of 
labor  as  they  scrubbed  and  cleaned 
throughout  the  day. 

Satisfaction  of  a  job  well  done,  prac¬ 
tical  application  of  the  ministry  of 
helping  those  in  need,  and  fellowship 
among  Christians  working  together 
are  but  a  few  of  the  benefits  of  this 
mission  effort. 

This  is  the  fifth  such  work  mission 
undertaken  by  this  group.  In  the  past 
they  have  done  construction  projects 
at  Sophia  Sutton  Assembly;  Alma-St 
Louis,  Michigan;  Central  Hills  Baptist 
Retreat;  and  on  the  Island  of 
Dominica.  They  are  carrying  on  a  pro¬ 
ject  at  the  Seaman’s  Center  in  Biloxi. 

J.  L.  Slay  is  group  president.  Bob 
Jackson  is  pastor. 


tist  churches  had  attracted  about 
50,000  black  members.  Most  of  the 
black  Southern  Baptist  churches  are 
dually  aligned  with  a  National  Baptist 
convention. 

Black  Southern  Baptists  have 
served  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  leadership  roles  at  all  levels, 
•from  local  and  associational  leaders, 
to  state  convention  president  to  na¬ 
tional  agency  staffs. 

A  recent  development  among  some 
black  Southern  Baptists  is  the  forming 
of  a  Black  Southern  Baptist  Fellow¬ 
ship  to  deal  with  issues  of  Southern 
Baptist  life  from  black  perspectives. 
Smith  says. 


Children’s  cam] 
set  during  SBC 


of  racial  equality.  Even  in  black  LOS  ANGELES  (BP)  —  Los  ML'  ,  H  '  ‘  Jf  Jj  Mg 

churches,  pastors  were  often  white,  Angeles' Griffith  Park  is  the  site  of  this  ■Uj  *f  4  A 

due  to  distrust  of  indigenous  black  year’s  Mission  Day  Camp  sponsored  * 

gatherings.  by  the  Brotherhood  Commission  and  Hflng  | 

The  abolition  of  slavery  brought  the  California  men’s  ministries  de- 
both  a  black  exodus  from  slave-  partment.  ~  _ 

relationship  churches  and  the  forma-  The  camp,  for  children  of  messen-  S  K(  J  on  T  tc 
tion  of  black  Southern  Baptist  gers  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  o 

churches.  Free  at  last,  these  churches  tion,  is  scheduled  during  daytime  ses-  „  ci  n  fT 

organized  Southern  Baptist  associa-  sions  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  tUHllHUC  Ilnlllg 
tions  in  some  locales  and  were  a  major  Thursday,  June  9-11.  It  will  feature 

part  of  the  Southern  Baptist  popula-  nission  stories,  mission  games  and  NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  April 
tion.  In  some  places,  like  the  Florida  other  activities  for  children  in  grades  receipts  to  the  national  Southern  Bap- 
Baptist  Convention  in  the  1880’s,  they  M.  tist  Cooperative  Program  increased 

were  a  majority.  Smith  says.  - . The  staff  of  trained  day  camp  Ccun-  14,5  percent  over  April  1980. 

By  1900,  most  black  Southern  Bap-  -Mors,  directed  by  Robin  Hadaway.  -  The  undesignatatTreceip3£3Jfc 
lists  had  found  alternative  member-  pastor  of 'First 'Southern  Baptist  primary  means,  of  support  for  JBC 
ship  in  the  National  Baptist  Conven-  Church,  Monterey  Park,  Calif.,  will  mission  and  education  pfogVamsaTo- 
tion  of  America.  Most  Southern  Bap-  supervise  visits  to  the  Los  Angeles  Zoo  taled  $6,374,821,  an  increase  of 
tist  work  with  blacks  shifted  from  local  and  Griffith  Observatory  and  $807,232.  For  the  year,  they  are  up  13.8 
church  involvement  to  relationships  Planetarium.  Southern  Baptist  mis-  percent  to  $47,364,696. 
through  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  sionaries  will  share  mission  experi-  _ '  Designated  receipts  for  April  in- 
the  SBC,  ences  and  park  rangers  will  lead  a  na-  creased  21  percent  to  $5,523,668.  For 

After  a  half-century  absence  Mack  tore  walk  through  Griffith  Park.  the  first  seven  months  of  the  fiscal 
churches  began  affiliation  with  the  Registration  fee  is  $5  per  day.  per  year,  designated  receipts  total 
SBC  again.  In  1961,  Community  Bap-  child.  Familjes  with  two  children  at-  $51,122,386,  or  13.3  percent  ahead  of  the 
tist  Church  of  Santa  Rosa,  Calif.,  and  tending  the  camp  will  pay  $25  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

Greater  Friendship  Baptist  Church  of  three-day  session  and  families  with  Designated  and  undesignated  re- 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  joined  By  1980,  three  or  more  children  participating  ceipts  combined  are  $98,487,062,  an  in- 
there  were,  approximately  600  predo-,  will  pay  a  maximum of. $35.  -  -  crease  of  13.5  percent  for  the  year.- 

minantly  black  Southern  Baptist  con-  Registration  for  the  tanffcrwiU  open  -v  — ■ - - 

grega tions  with  an  estimated  100,000  Monday,  June  8,  at  a  booth  in  the  SBC  We  are  growing  serious,  and,  let  me 
members.  registration  lobby  at  the  Los  Angeles  tell  you,  that’s  a  very  next  step  to  being 

Predominantly  white  Southern  Bap-  Convention  Center.  dull.  —  Addison 


Watts  dies 
in  Columbia 


status  of  schools 

-04»m  C.TU 


(Continued  from  page  1)  to  intervene  in  the  case  Thursday  re- 

Carter  Administration,  according  to  fleets  toe  constitutional  confrontation 
Ruddy  Bynum,  Lott’s  press  secretary,  between  Congress  and  the  judiciary. 

■  “We’re  getting  a  great  deal  more  In  1978,  the  IRS,  without  scheduling 
cooperation,”  Bynum  said,  as  evi-  public  hearings,  published  a  proposed 
deqped  by  an  April  6  meeting  between  ruling  in  the  Federal  Register  requir- 
the  new  IRS  commissioner,  Roscoe  ing  a  racial  quota  and  affirmative  ac- 
Egger,  and  Lott,  Sen.  Thad  Cochran  tion  program  for  all  tax-exempt 
jand  Reps.  G.  V.  “Sonwr.Montgom-  schools. 

wa#,4MSw*iai)*ni,  wnd, 1  The  national  outcry  prompted  Con¬ 
ti)  discuss  the  church  school' situation  grass  to  pass  Ashbrook  —  and  Doman 
in  Mississippi,  —  sponsored  amendments  to  the  1979 

According  to  Bynum,  Egger  said  treasury  appropriations  act,  prohibit- 
plaps  for  penalizing  churches  that  ing  the  IRS  to  spend  funds  for  revoking 
have  not  cooperated  with  the  May  5  any  school’s  tax-exempt  status, 
aider  have,  at  present,  been  dropped,  A  contmuto*  resolution  Jot  .  the 


marks  Soviet  changes 


while  to*  IRS  swaits  the  results  Mih  treasury  «->» 

(  Thursday's  motibn  to  intervene  sed  the  following  fear. 

\  Ball  also  handled  a  case  last  year  in  Under  the  resolution,  the 
which  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  Ashbrook-fiornan  amendments  re- 
of  Jackson  and  the  Association  of  mained  intact,  according  to  attorney 
Christian  Schools  International  sought  Jack  Clayton,  the  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  intervene.  In  July,  Hart  ruled  representative  for  the  American  As- 
against  reopening  the  case.  sociation  of  Christian  Schools. 

Hart’s  ruling  has  been  appealed  to  Judge  Hart’s  May  5  order,  which  di- 

the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Dis-  rects  the  IRS  to  revoke  the  tax  exemp- 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  this  is  the  case  tions  of  churches  failing  to  comply 
:  that  may  end  up  at  the  Supreme  Court,  with  Green  v.  Miller,  has  provoked  “a 

At  issue  is  the  tax-exempt  status  of  major  constitutional  confrontation," 
churches.  Because  most  churches  beyond  raising  First  Amendment  is- 
with  schools  operate  them  as  a  minis-  sues,  Clayton  said  in  a  telephone  inter- 
;  try ,  not  a*  a  separate  legal  entity,  the  view. 

i  IRS  can  only  deal  with  the  schools  by  “He  (Hart)  is  ordering  the  IRS  to 
:  revoking  the  churches’  tax  exemp-  violate  the  Ashbrook-Dornan  amend- 
■  tions.  Thus,  all  church  contributions,  men ts"  and  requiring  Congress  to  pay 
:  including  tithes  and  offerings,  may  be  for  activity  it  has  specifically  prohi- 
:  declared  no  longer  tax-deductible.  bi  ted . 

:  The  Supreme  Court  has  never  dealt  Clayton  contended  that  intervention 
with  such  an  issue.  into  Green  v.  Miller  should  be  allowed 

Green  v.  Miller  applies  only  to  because  the  May  5 order  resulted  from 
Mississippi,  but  another  case  with  na-  “a  sweetheart  suit”  between  the  IRS 
'-tional  implications.  Wright  v.  Miller,  and  attorneys  such  as  Parker  pressing 
-with  parties  from  six  states,  is  cur-  the  case. 

Tently  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals.  Both  parties,  “posing  as  adver- 
-  In  a  1971  landmark  decision,  the  saries,”  wanted  the  same  outcome  of 
;court  affirmed  that  church-operated  challenging  private  schools’  tax 
schools  are  an  integral  part  of  the  con-  exemptions,  he  said, 
gregations  that  sponsor  them.  Ball  Parker’s  opposition  to  church 
said  in  a  telephone  interview.  schools  airing  their  First  Amend- 

••  And,  he  said,  the  court  has  often  held  ment  concerns  about  the  May  5  order 
ithat  government  may  not  “exces-  and  the  IRS’  1978  proposal  to  challenge 
lively  entangle”  itself  with  religious  school  tax  exemptions  and  its  opposi- 
jjnstitutions,  a  position  drawn  from  the  tion  to  the  Ashbrook-Dornan  a  mend - 
.-First  Amendment's  words  that  “Con-  ments  are  evidence  of  a  sweetheart 
’grass  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  suit,  Clayton  said 


—  Great  spiritual  revivals  and  many  baptisms  in  different  parts  of  the  Soviet  education  is  becoming  more  and  more  important.  The  present  cor- 

Gnion  respondence  courses  are  not  sufficient. 

—  A  remarkable  stream  of  young  people  in  church  services  We  have  already  spoken  of  the  streams  of  young  people  in  our 

—  Extensive  church  building  construction  and  restoration  of  existing  struc-  churches  We  find  the  makings  of  good  preachers  among  them,  but 

•“res  they  of  course  need  theological  education. 

—  A  more  open  and  flexible  attitude  by  authorities  towards  registered  Bap-  At  present  there  are  several  young  pastors  in  our  Union,  which  is 

lists:  i  .  .  _  „  unusual  in  Russian  circumstances,  for  as  a  rule  we  have  rather 

These  are  some  typical  features  of  present-day  Christianity  in  toe  Soviet  chosen  older  brethren  for  these  posts.  One  church  recently  chose  a 

Union,  according  to  Andreij  E.  Klimenko  Klimenko  is  president  of  the  All-Union  28-year  old  man  as  pastor.  And  in  Kubusbev  where  the  church  has  a 

Council  of  Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  in  the  U  S  S  R.,  the  largest  Baptist  new  building  and  over  one  thousand  members,  toe  pastor  is  only  29 

Upton  in  Europe.  Official  figures  place  its  membership  at  550,000,  but  unofficial  years  old.  ^  r 

estimates  show  perhaps  five  times  that  number.  „  ™  ......  .  „ 

Editor-in-Chief  Sven  Svenson  of  Veckoposteo,  weekly  organ  of  the  Baptist  Sve,won :  The  powibility  of  a  visit  to  toe  Soviet  Union  by  American  Evangelist 
Union  of  Sweden,  recently  interviewed  AUCECB  President  Klimenko  in  Mos-  Billy  Graham  for  a  series  of  revival  meetings  has  been  discussed  for 

cow.  Following  publication  of  the  interview  in  Veckopostea,  Svenson  has  pro-  arh8S#l«-^r!c^e?!»,,  f,y 

vided  a  translated  script  for  European  Baptist  Press  Service.  “As  far  asl  know,”  to  arrange  an  official  visit  by  Billy  Graham  During 

Svenson  says,  “this  is  the  first  interview  with  Rev.  Klimenko.  He  is  a  man  with  i  a  >  .  C°^ess^n  !oronto  last  July- some  of  our  Union 

great  responsibility,  a  man  who  does  not  dose  his  eyes  to  what  an  uncompromis-  “"ifT  T, V  Dr  ,  am,  “e  declared  himself  willing  to 

ing  leadership  means  in  our  sister  Baptist  Union  in  the  USSR."  S0™  t0  S°viet  Union  and  said  he  hoped  such  a  visit  would 

Svenson:  We  get  reports  from  your  country  about  a  great  stream  of  people  ~  ~  deve'°P  "e  snare  this  expection  completely.  _ 

attending  church  services  and  of  a  spiritual  revival,  particularly  Svenson:  I  recall  that  during  your  last  AUCECB  Congress  (in  Moscow  in  De- 

among  young  people.  eember  1979 )  desires  were  expressed  for  more  contact  between  your 

Klimenko:  In  one  dty,  170  people  have  been  baptized  at  three  baptismal  ser-  Union  leadership  in  Moscow  and  the  churches  in  other  areas.  Have 

vices.  Other  churches  have  baptized  as  many  as  70.  These  examples  you  been  able  to  comply  with  these  wishes? 

can  be  multiplied.  Klimenko:  A  number  of  important  questions  of  fellowship  were  discussed  dur- 

—  The  youth  element  in  services  and  in  churches  is  growing  more  '"8  toal  Congress.  One  dealt  with  young  people  and  the  role  they  are 

and  more.  This  is  especially  true  in  regions  with  a  German-speaking  playing  in  our  churches.  Of  course  we  want  them  active  in  church 

population,  where  youth  make  up  about  half  those  who  attend.  They  llfe  **“  mak®  “se  of  their  gifts  and  potential, 

participate  actively  and  in  various  ways  in  the  meetings  —  singing,  Another  question  dealt  with  possibilities  we  have  on  the  part  of  the 

playing  instruments,  declaiming,  and  preaching.  Occasionally  .  authorities  to  decentralize  our  work  and  to  continue  and  deepen 

young  people  take  responsibility  for  an  entire  service  At  the  same  contracts  with  churches  all  over  the  country.  > 

time,  we  train  our  youth  tohelpwith  the  practical  side  of  church  life,  S00*1  journeys  cause  certain  problems,  however,  because  of  the 

for  example  in  visiting  the’  sick.  geographical  extension  of  the  USSR.  Yet,  we  have  planned  our  work 

Svenson:  ^  laige  stream  of  “ '  "  ‘  '  *  J“  — - .  .-3 


le,  often  well-educated,  come  to  the 


gap?”  churc.t Ittoertr  ■Spiritual  atolft  Sre  thoroughly  *^ 

Klimenko:  We  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  certain  difficulties  which  may  arise.  cussed  then.  We  share  spiritual  experiences  with  each  other,  I  get 

That  is  why  we  need  more  pastors'  and  spiritual  leaders  who  can  “J*  impression  that  this  is  appreciated  to  a.  great  extent  by  the 

teach  and  educate.  I  am  convinced  that  if  church  leaders  give  proper  churches. 

guidance  to  both  old  and  young  members,  no  serious  conflicts  are  Svenson :  In  other  words,  you  are  experiencing  a  successful  period  in  the  Baptist 
likely  to  arise  between  the  generations.  Union  in  the  USSR  just  now? 

Svenson s  You  mentioned  construction  of  new  church  buildings  in  different  parts  Klimenko :  Our  work  is  blessed  in  many  ways,  and  we  are  deeply  grateful  for 

of  the  country  and  extensive  restoration  of  existing  structures.  that.  Besides  many  conversions  and  baptisms,  we  see  a  deepening 

Klimenko:  Just  now  we  are  building  many  new  church  structures.  No  less  than  fellowship  in  our  Union.  Even  our  brethren  who  formerly  placed 

one-hundred  new  or  restored  buildings  have  been  erected  in  this  themselves  outside  our  fellowship  and  who  have  not  registered  with 

recent  period  Several  of  these  are  large  and  well-equipped,  such  as  the  authorities  are  starting  to  rethint  fheir  position, 

at  Rostov  and  other  places  The  church  where  Georgi  Vins  formerly  served  in  Kiev  is  now 

As  to  plans  for  construct!^  a  pastor's  seminary  in  Moscow,  we  *  registered  with  the  authorities.  About  4 ,000  of  his  followers  have  also 

have  just  handed  in  drawings  and  detailed  cost  estimates  to  the  taken  this  step.  Their  churches  are  independent  from  our  Union,  but 

authorities.  Its  construction  costq  probably  will  exceed  800,000  Rou-  we  have  fellowship  in  different  ways.  Among  other  things,  we  have 

bles  ( More  than  4  million  Swedish  crowns ).  The  matter  of  pastoral  been  able  to  place  Bibles  and  hymn  books  at  their  disposal . 


A  ..'-rhs  i'  '■¥&’  iV  ’ti, ’** Church  of  Gulfport  and  at  churches  in  sionary  in  Taejon,  Korea,  will  pro- 

fX  \  f|  *  f'R  Magnolia,  Crosby,  and  Charleston  as  nounce  the  benediction. 

IHPmiH  we*!  as  Wichita  Fails,  Tex.  He  re-  The  commencement  weekend  gets 

ceived  his  undergraduate  degree  from  underway  on  Saturday  with  the  Senior 
tsninlni  Leave!]  Mercer  University  and  earned  the  Breakfast,  hosted  by  the  Division  of 

Receiving  the  honorary  doctor  of  di-  bachelor  of  divinity  and  doctor  of  StudentAffairs,at8:15a.m.totheB.C. 
vinity  degree  will  be  Landrum  P.  theology  degrees  from  New  Orleans  Rogers  Student  Center.  Other  events 
Leavell,  president  of  New  Orleans  Brunini  is  a  native  of  Vicksburg  and  scheduled  for  Saturday  include  a 
Seminary,  and  David  Q.  Byrd,  Jr.,  earned  the  bachelor  of  arts  degree  Nursing  Alumni  Brunch  at  9  a.m.  in 
dean  of  the  Ministry  Training  Center  from  Georgetown  University  and  his  Cockroft  Hall;  rehearsal  for  gradua 
and  Director  of  the  Boyce  Bible  School  law  degree  from  the  University  of  Mis-  tion  at  10a.m.  in  the  Coliseum;  Nurs¬ 
ing  Alumni  Meeting  at  10  a.m.  in 
Cockroft  Hall;  nursing  pinning  cere¬ 
monies  at  11:15  a.m.  in  Provine 
Chapel;  School  of  Nursing  Luncheon 
at  12 : 15  p.  m.  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  Room 
of  the  Student  Center;  reception  for 
50-YearClub  members  at  4 :30  p.m.  in 
Hendrick  House,  the  president’s 
home;  and  50-Year  0ub  Banquet  at  7 
p.m.  in  the  cafeteria,  hosted  by  the 
Alumni  Association. 

Sunday  activities  include  the  Golden 
Anniversary  Breakf as  t  for  the  Class  of 
1981  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Student  Center; 
commencement  at  3  p.m. ;  and  a  re¬ 
ception  at  the  School  of  Law  Building 
at  151  East  Griffith  Street  in  downtown 
Jackson  for  the  law  alumni  and  pa¬ 
rents  immediately  following  the 
graduation  exercises. 


We  have  reason  to  believe  that  very 
soon  there  will  be  other  ethnic 
churches  to  be  organized  and  join  a 
local  Baptist  association.  Some 
Spanish,  Koreans,  and  others  are 
meeting  in  mission  fellowships  now. 

As  we  study  the  history  of  Baptists, 
we  discover  that  William  Carey,  who  is 
often  referred  to  as  the  father  of  mod¬ 
em  missions,  found  an  associations! 
platform  on  which  he  could  share  his 
God-inspired  call  and  ambition  to  go  to 
a  foreign  country  on  a  mission.  He 
went  to  India  and  became  the  first 
Baptist  foreign  missionary. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  first  missio¬ 
nary  appointments  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  were  approved  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  as  a  city  missionary  and  to  the 
Indians  as  a  general  missionary. 
Also  Porter  Routh  and  the  late 
Courts  Redford  both  served  as  officers 
in  associations  as  their  first  denomina¬ 
tional  responsibilities. 

The  directors  of  associations!  mis¬ 
sions  whose  pictures  you  see  on  page  6 
make  up  a  group  of  missionaries  who 
are  second  to  none  in  the  entire  con- 
vention. 

The  38th  Commencement  exercises  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminar;  Please  find  a  time  to  pray  earnestly 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  will  be  awarding  87  academic  degrees  for  these  men  with  particular  attention 
““  *  c-  1  “  "‘1  to  graduates  from  15  of  the  27  ex  ten-  for  your  director  of  associational  mis¬ 

sions  and  do  something  to  show  your 
!  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  have  served  well  but  are 


Two  special  entrees  will  be  a  part  of  private  consultation  during  the  two 
the  menu  during  the  Sunday  School  leadership  weeks. 

Leadership  Conferences  at  Gulfshore  Those  interested  in  consultation  ap- 

■this  summer.  pointments  may  write  Smith  or  the 

The  two  special  Sunday  School  department,  atBox  530, 
events  will  be  Bible  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205. 
study  for  youths,  For  reservations  to  a  Sunday  School 
and  church  building  Leadership  Conference,  write 
consultation  for  in-  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Hender- 
terested  adults.  son  Point,  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  39571. 

Both  will  be  of-  For  program  information,  write  the 
fered  during  the  Sunday  School  department  in  Jackson, 
first  two  Sunday 
Allen  School  confer¬ 
ences:  July  27-29,  and  July  30-Aug.  1. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Allen,  who  teaches  Bible 
at  Jackson  Preparatory  Academy, 
will  offer  five  hours  of  Bible  teaching 
to  youths  ages  12-17,  simultaneous  to 
the  adult  leadership  conferences. 

Also,  Neron  Smith,  church  building 
consultant  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  will  be  on  hand  for 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

of  the  committee  on  committees  by  a 
committee  of  the  president  and  the  two 
vice  presidents.  Hie  change,  one  of  its 
sponsors  says,  is  not  in  reaction  to  Ro¬ 
gers,  but  is  an  attempt  to  enhance  the 
vice  presidential  positions  and  to  di¬ 
versify  the  power. 

Another  recommendation  from  the 
Executive  Committee  is  almost  cer¬ 
tain  to  draw  fire.  It  proposes  a  change 
in  Article  III  of  the  Constitution, 
changing  the  method  of  qualification 
of  messengers.  The  most  controver¬ 
sial  part  of  the  change  requires 
Cooperative  Program  giving  to  qual¬ 
ify  messengers. 

At  least  one  association  has  gone  on 
record  opposing  the  change,  and  bibli¬ 
cal  inerrantists  are  critical  of  it,  since 
many  designate  contributions  to  SBC 
causes,  but  exclude  the  seminaries, 
which  many  charge  are  filled  with  lib¬ 
erals  who  do  not  believe  the  Bible  to  be 
infallible  and  inerranL 

Among  the  other  matters  expected 
to  arise: 

—An  effort  to  disenfranchise  de- 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary  to  hear  Tanner 


are  scheduled  for  Friday,  May  29,  at  10 

Va  m.  at  the  Mt.  sion  centers  across  the  state.  r'  ’  '  _  '  * 

Nebo  Baptist  Degrees,  certificates  and  diplomas  love  for  them.  Several  of  the 
Church,  1245  Tunica  tpbe  awarded  are  Busy  Pastor  Certift- 

Street  in  Jackson.  cate  5;  English  .Bible  Diploma  #;  now  retired  need  your  prayers  and  en- 
The  commence-  Junior  College  Diploma  2;  Diploma  of  couragement 
ment  speaker  will  Theology  2;  Bachelor  of  Theology  5; 
be  William  G.  Tan-  Sunday  School  Training  Diploma  H; 
ner,  president  of  the  Christian  Training  Certificate  13; 

Home  Mission  Christian  Training  Diploma  10;  Dip- 
Board  in  Atlanta,  loma  of  Religious  Education  2; 

Tanner  Tanner  has  served  Bachelor  of  Religious  Education  15; 
as  president  of  Oklahoma  Baptist  Uni-  Master  of  Theology  3 ;  Doctor  of  Minis- 


icans 


ing  the  convention  as  registered,  vot¬ 
ing  messengers ; 

—Another  effort  to  enforce  “doctri¬ 
nal  integrity”  in  the  institutions,  fol¬ 
lowing  a  strongly  worded  resolution 
passed  in  St.  Louis  exhorting  trustees 
to  preserve  the  doctrinal  integrity  of 
the  institutions,  and  to  ensure  belief  in 
an  inerrant  Bible. 

—A  challenge  to  the  SBC  Christian 
Life  Commission,  over  a  speech  made 
by  a  Bible  translator  which  was  shar¬ 
ply  critical  of  biblical  inerrancy.  The 
jflPpHjSj -disavowed  responsibility  for 
tfie  retnarks  of  the  American' Bible 
Society  translator,  but  criticism  has 
continued. 

—Resolutions  concerning  conserva¬ 
tive  causes,  including  anti-abortion, 
pro-capital  punishment  and  other 
matters..  *  .  - 

Many  observers  predietLosAngeles 
will  be'  a  pl'votal  meeting;  Others,  how¬ 
ever.  say  it  will  be  simply  a  prelude  to 
the  main  confrontation  which  will 
occur  at  the  1982  meeting  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  which  Will  be  held  in.a  location 
nearer  to  grassroots  Southern  Baptist 
strength  and  m  a  year  when  Smith's 
second  term  would  expire. 


Resolutions  Committee 
asks  advance  submissions 

iOsMb®!®*!  fr®®  0*6*  M _  '  .  Carol  (Mrs,  John)  Swartz  is  married 

— —  jpwnl»  wives  And  to  the  pastor  of  Bethel  Southerh'Sap^ 
one  laywoman,  is  widely  perceived  to  tist  Church,  Escondido,  Calif.,  who  in 
be  much  more  “balanced”  than  last  turn  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
year’s  committee  which  was  ap-  executive  board  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
pointed  by  former  SBC  President  Ad-  tist  General  Convention  of  California, 
rian  Rogers  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  She  is  a  school  teacher. 

•  jij  •  :  ?  -  ■-  x.^  'ljie  other  woman  on  the  committee, 

of  the  panel  currently  s&ve&i  the  SBC  vj?-1?rn  (MreiiAfl,  Simpson,  is  a 
Executive  Committee,  as  required  by  veteran  in  denominational  affairs, 
convention  bylaws.  They  are  Gordon  having  served  two  terms  on  the  Home 
Dorian,  pastor  of  Olivet  Baptist  Mission  Board  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Church  in  Wichi  ta,  Kan.,  and  John  Sul-  Program  committee  for  the  Baptist 
livan,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina. 
Church  in  Shreveport,  La.  Both  are  de-  Her  husband  is  director  of  missions, 
scribed  as  loyal  to  the  denomination,  Little  River  Association  in  Lillington. 
white  conservative  theological.  Apcording  to  those  interviewed, 

Other  pastors  on  the  committee  are  T,  T‘U' 

Bob  Bacon,  Del  Norte  Baptist  Church,  k  .°  "  to  b*  * 

SSI.:  Pli-.l  I1K1I  Church,  “»?  f 

Wichita  Fall*;  TVxas-  and  Joel  Grec-  none  ts  known  to  be  coming  to 

ory,  Gambrel!  Street  Baptist  Church  t iSSUe  ^ *** 

Texa,  ^h^a’ti^e  true,  this 

Although  all  seven  of  the  pastors  are  year-s  panel  can  be  expected  to  ap- 
described  in  varying  shades  of  prove  and  recommend  to  the  conven- 
theological  conservatism,  most  have  tion  resolutions  in  the  mainstream  of 
solid  records  of  involvement  in  de-  Southern  Baptist  thinking. 


new 'Work  but  where  the  board  feels 
there  can  be  an  effective  witness 
through  the  established  work  of  a  gov¬ 
ernment  or  other  agency.  Physicians 
have  taught  pi  government  hospitals' 
and  universities,  nurses  have  worked 
in  government-sponsored  public 
health  programs  and  seminary 
teachers  have  taught  in  schools  main¬ 
tained  by  other  denominations. 


NOBTS  adopts  budget 


near  $5  million  for  1982 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  A  record  salaries, 
budget  of  $4,728,753,  has  been  adapted  The  board  unanimously  named  the 
by  trustees  of  New  Orleans  Baptist  seminarylibrarythe  John  T.  Christian 
Theological  Seminary  at  their  annual  Library. 

meeting.  Christian  was  the  first  professor  of 

The  budget,  a  12.5  percent  increase  church  history  and  the  first  librarian, 
over  1980-81,  includes  an  11  percent  His  personal  library  of  18,000  volumes, 
cost  of  living  increase  for  faculty  valued  at  $40,000  in  1919,  was  turned 
'  ■  ■  ■  over  to  the  seminary  and  became  the 

foundation  on  which  the  current  hold- 
•  ings  of  more  than  200.000  items  was 


Among  the  attributes  of  God,  al¬ 
though  they  are  all  equal,  mercy 
shines  with  even  more  brilliancy  than 
justice.  —  Cervantes 


Senior  adults 

Frank  Simmons,  Gulfshore 
manager,  reports  that  there  are 
still  15-20  spaces  available  for 
Senior  Adult  Retreat  II,  May  25-29. 
Write  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 
Henderson  Point,  Pass  Christian, 
Miss. ,  39571.  Enclose  $15  per  person 
for  deposit. 


Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  Day  what  Medicare  doesn't  pay 
Benefits  start  from  first  day  (Optional)  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 


fessor  to  associate  professor.  former  president  of  the  Baptist  Gen- 

David  Perkins  was  elected  as  assis-  eral  Convention  of  Oklahoma.  * 
tant  professor  of  New  Testament  and  According  to  sources  contacted  by 
Greek,  and  Howard  Gerald  Aulbnan  Baptist  Press,  none  of  the  seven  is 
was  elected  as  assistant  professor  of  known  to  be  actively  involved  on  either 
music  theory  and  piano,  effective  Au-  side  of  the  inerrancy  battle, 
gust  1, 1981.  Of  the  three  women  named  to  the 

Perkins,  pastor  since  1976  at  the  panel,  two  are  wives  of  pastors  active 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Williamsburg,  in  denominational  life.  Jayne  (Mrs., 
Ky . ,  has  been  an  adjunct  teacher  in  the  John )  Dunaway  is  the  wife  of  the  cur- 
seminary’s  module  ip  Atlanta  Au-  rent  vice  chairman  of  the  SBC  EXecu- 
Itman,  a  MisSissippian.  has  been. a  five  Cofnmittee!  Dunaway,  pastor  of' 
contract  teacher  e^^Firgt  Baptist  Church  Ojrhjn,  Ky  ,  also 

Church  Music  Ministries  ter  two  has'held  a  variety  ot  OfRces  in  Ken 
years.  tucky  Baptist  life. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

May  18-24  Associational  Emphasis  Week  (CoMi  Emphasis) 

18-22  Area  Creative  Workshop  Conference;  9  a  m.  -  4  p.m.  ( CAPM) 

18  -  Assn.  Office,  Mendenhall 

19  -  Highland  BC,  Senatobia 

20  -  Central  BC,  Yazoo  City 

21  -  FBC,  Philadelphia 

22  -  North  Greenwood  BC.  Greenwood 
May  22-23  Language  Missions  Leadership  Conference ; 

Baptist  Indian  Center.  Philadelphia;  • 

•  1  p.m.,  22nd  -  Noon.  23rd  (CoMi) 


Benefits  For: 

Hospital  entrance  fees  Blood  transfusions 

Doctors  fees  Ambulance 

Private  room -expense  Nursing  Home 

Registered  nurse  _  Extended  stay 


Spring  Olympics  ;  .Z' 

More  than  120  youth  and  leaders  participated  in  a  Royal  Ambassador 
Spring  Olympics  April  3-4  at  the  Jackson  County  Baptist  Association 
campgrounds  near  St.  Andrews. 

The  two-day  encampment  brought  together  both  Crusaders  and 
Pioneers  from  11  county  Baptist  churches  Ingalls  Avenue  brought  19 
Crusaders  and  si*  Pioneers. 

Competition  included  a  football  toss,  three-legged  race,  dodge  hall  com¬ 
petition,  relays,  tug-o-war  and  the  grand  finale  marathon. 

Churches  participating  in  the  activities  were  Ingalls  Avenue,  Parkway, 
Orange  Grove,  First  Escatawpa,  Belhaven,  Woodhaven,  Hurley,  Ar¬ 
lington  Heights.  Griffin  Street,  Cambridge  and  Belle  Fountain. 

Robert  Spicer,  pastor  of  Orange  Grove  Church,  and  associational  RA 
director,  organized  the  event  with  the  help  of  Tom  Miller,  Vernon  Ed¬ 
wards,  and  Walter  Burch. 


For  fait  information  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  *157 
708  Hi-Way  80  West 
Clinton,  MS  38056 


Phone 


Underwritten  by  Old  Southern  Ufe  Insurance  Co..  Montgomery.  Ala. 


RUN  THAT  By  owe  MORE  TIME 

you  adopted  me7* 


OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Editorials 


The  Reagan  budget  ... 

Subscription  costs  will  be  affected 


The  vote  last  week  in  the  U  S.  House  soaptiase-autoperationwassetup.lt  What  will  we  do  about  it?  We  haven’t 
of  Representatives  to  endorse  the  was  supposed  to  have  phased  out  the  decided  yet,  for  the  final  figures  of  the 
President’s  budget  figure  will  have  its  subsidy  in  10  years  and  would  have  new  budget  are  yet  to  be  filled  in.  The 
effect  on  the  subscription  of  all  of  the  been  completed,  but  somewhere  along  post  office  committee  of  the  House  is 
Baptist  state  papers.  There  is  no  ques-  the  line  the  decision  was  made  to  ex-  meeting  this  week.  We  have  been  in 
tion  about  this.  tend  the  phase-out  for  six  more  years,  touch  with  that  committee  to  ask  for 

What  effect  it  will  have  is  still  sub-  It  was  set  up  to  run  until  1967.  reasonable  consideration.  There  are 

ject  to  question  .  In  1971  the  cost  for  mailing  the  Bap-  “'T  ye‘ 40  ^made  b^°fe 

The  President's  budget  was  en-  U*t  Record  was  about  $20,000.  This  ,.},know  for  sure  how  we  will  be 

iIamuuI  Ti>«  I.  voar  Iho  KlI/4 not  nolle  fnr  nlmnet  dllcltcu. 


ern  Baptist  presence  and  the  diversity 
of  Southern  Baptists  demand  that  a 
network  of  imcensored  information  be 
in  operation.  This  is  a  ministry  that 
must  not  be  allow  to  die,  or  a  part  of 
what  makes  Southern  Baptists  tick 
will  die  with  it. 

The  people  who  it  is  designed  to  be¬ 
nefit  will  have  to  continue  to  bear  the 
lien’s  share  of  the  cost  In  recent  years 
as  mailing  costs  have  escalated,  there 
"have  been  more  and  more  Cooperative 
Program  subsidies.  At  the  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  the  Cooperative  Program  sub¬ 
sidy  has  just  about  kept  up  with  the 
mailing  costs  while  the  subscribers 
and  the  advertisers  have  paid  the  ris¬ 
ing  printing  costs  and  other  expenses. 

The  Cooperative  Program  cannot  be 
expected  to  bear  much  of  whatever 
additional  load  is  forthcoming.  It 
seems  that  additional  subscription 
costs  are  in  order,  but  what  will  be 
needed  is  not  known  yet. 

At  this  point  the  Every  Family  Plan 
cost  is  only  $3.48  per  year  per  family.  It 
would  still  be  a  bargain  at  double  that 
figure,  though  that  should  not  be 
necessary. 

Churches  will  be  caught  in  the  same 

.  .  cost  crunch.  Perhaps  the  church  page  “Brunch  for  Beth”  was  on  the  Bap- 

convey  information.  This  is  a  neces-  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Record  will  tist  Budding  calendar  Friday  morn- 

prove  to  be  even  more  of  an  advan-  ing.  May  1,  to  honor  Beth  Tillery  who 

tageous  program  for  all  of  us.  retired  that  day.  No,  she  isn’t  thatold! 

As  a  result  of  a  serious  illness  last  fall, 
she  is  taking  disability  retirement. 
Building  employees  gave  her  a  pair  of 
I  earrings,  studded  with  tiny  diamonds. 

Beth  has  been  working  with  A.  L. 
Nelson  in  the  Business  department  as 
dained  pastors  came  from  extension  his  administrative  secretary  for  12 

centers.  The  seminary  is  planning  to  years.  Before  that,  she  was  Gordon 

bring  extension  students  into  Buenos  Sansing’s  secretary  for  a  year  when  he 

Aires  to  visit  with  the  professors  and  was  director  of  the  Evangelism  de¬ 
take  their  material  back  with  them  partment.  (I  had  not  known  this,  but 

and  take  their  exams  in  the  field.  This  she  told  me  she  worked  at  Calvary, 

will  facilitate  the  extension  program  Jackson,  for  three  years  before  she 

and  relieve  some  of  the  crowded  condi-  came  to  work  for  Sansing.)  When  I 

tions  at  the  seminary  .  first  met  her  25  or  more  years  ago  she 

During  the  get-acquainted  meeting  was  **  fh®  staff  of  the  Seminary  Ex¬ 
it  was  noted  thatthis  was  the  first  time  tension  department,  then  directed  by 

in  history  thatso  many  Argentine  Bap-  Gallman.  Seminary  Extension 

tist  representatives  from  such  a  wide  aad  J*®??3  to  another  building,  but  its 


V EP.  You  AND  THREE 
SOUTH  AMERICANS.'' 


Organized  and  effective 


BethTtBery 

O’Neal,  who  is  now  retired  but  was 
then  head  «f  fhe’department  St  religi¬ 
ous  education  at  Mississippi  College, 


them  for  nine  years.  recommended  MC,  so  they  moved  to 

I  dial!  miss  Beth’s  attractively  dres-  Mississippi  in  1953. 
sed,  poised,  friendly,  soft  spoken  pre-  John>  a  bivocational  pastor,  does 
sence.  She  is  one  whto  always  likes  to  custom  cabinet  work  and  building  con- 
indulge  in  a  good  laugh.  We  share  a  struction.  His  pastorates  have  in¬ 
native  state— Alabama.  She  was  born  eluded  Good  Hope  Church,  Winston 
at  River  Falls,  in  the  south  near  An-  County,  eight  years;  Bethesda,  Hinds 
dalusia,  the  daughter  of  Sim  and  Bes-  County,  three  years;  and  County  Line, 
sie  O’Neal.  Of  her  thre&  sisters  and  Rankin  County, 
four  brothers,  six  are  still  living.  “My  ■  The  Tillerys  have  one  daughter,  Sue 
parenp»-~-r*  ‘"‘•Mated  in  all  of  us  Blaise  of  Clinton;  three  sons*  Johnny 
children  getting  an  education,”  she  of  Jackson;  Harry  of  Marks;  and 
said.  “My  father  never  kept  any  of  us  "rank,  who  still  lives  at  home  at  llOT 
home  from  school  to  help  him  with  his  West  Lakeview,  Clinton,  but  who 

work.”  ‘  finished  high  school  in  December  and 

When  Beth  was  ten,  her  brother  Paul  will  enter  Hinds  Junior  College,  June 
brought  his  Howard  College  (now  1 ;  one  granddaughter ;  and  five  grand - 

Samford)  roommate,  Dewitt  Mattb-  301,8  — 

ews,  to  River  Falls  to  preach  the  Beth  said  she  will  be  spending  much 
summer  revival.  During  that  revival  time  reading,  she  expects.  Also  she 
Beth  made  a  profession  of  faith  and  ■  likes  to  do  handwork  suchasembroid' 
was  baptized.  Later'  Fatri  went  as  a  •  ery,  needlepoint;  and -croChet 
medical  missionary  to  Africa,  butted  She  was  tee-*--  --  " — •— 
to  return  home  for  family  health  class  of  senior  adult  ladies  at  First 
reasons.  Now  he  has  retired  from  med-  Church,  Clinton.  When  she  got  sick 
icai  practice  in  Enterprise,  Ala.  she  had  to  give  it  up,  “They  were  all  so 

Matthews  later  became  professor  at  wonderful.  It  was  the  most  rewarding 
Midwestern  Baptist  Seminary,  Kan-  thing  I’ve  ever  done.”  Bieviously.  at 
333  9**^’  f*°‘  Morrison  Heights  Church  she  had 

After  elementary  school  at  River  taught  young  adult  women  and  before 
Falls  and  high  school  at  Red  Level,  that  a  class  Of  college  girls. 

Beth  studied  at  Howard  College  for  a  Her  co-worker,  Clyde  Nettles,  de¬ 
year.  Then  she  married  John  Tillery,  scribed  Beth  as  considerate,  genial, 
whom  she  had  met  when  he  came  from  dedicated.  Esteen  Quinn  said,  “She  is 
his  hometown  of  Montgomery  to  visit  quiet,  but  not  timid.  In  spite  of  diffleui- 
hjs  grandfather  near  River  Falls.  ties  or  illness,  she  gives  the  impression 
At  first  they  lived  in  Montgomery,  that  she  is  happy  and  that  she  enjoys 
but  then  John  surrendered  to  the  pas-  life.”  This  bright  outlook  on  life  is  re- 
toral  ministry  and  decided  to  enter  col-  vealed  in  Beth’s  own  statement,  “I 
lege.  Beth  took  a  course  at  Modern  cannot  see  what  the  future  holds  at  this 
Business  Academy  in  Montgomery  so  time,  but  as  Emerson  said,  ‘All  I  have 
she  could  work  to  assist  him  with  seen  teaches  me  to  trust  the  Creator 
school  expenses.  Her  brother,  Norman  for  all  I  have  not  seen.’ ” 


building  and  free  classrooms  in  the 


Baptist  hospital  ministry 


Editor;  • 

Recently  I  was  a  patient  at  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Jackson.  Not  having  been 
confined  in  that  institution  before  as  a 
patient,  my  knowledge  o t.  it  and  its 


Moreover  th^  med W-TaT !jSt  Bj  o*  translak’r from  Chapel  Hill,  We  would  like  to  meet  their 
toe  Si^s  ^  n  Norto  Carolina,  as  saying:  provide  transportation  and  i 

unequaled  elsewhere  for  courtesy  ate  0nly  wiUfui  i8norance  totellec-  overnight,  and  help  them  repot 

cU*TattenUon  -  Ju  teSte  toal  dishonesty  can  account  for  the  Academy  at  the  proper  time, 

ceptions  of  those  who  tele  rot  ^  claim  that  Biw« is  toerrant  and  The  Home  Mission  Board  a 
ronlzed  the  hosnital  infallible.  No  truth-loving'  God-  wado  Baptists  have  been  pn 

My  sole  purpose  is  pennina  these  respecting,  Christ-honoring  be-  tois  ministry  for  12  years.  Wi 

lines  is  to  raU^ttentionto  ttese  urn  L‘ever  should  **  *®*l‘y  o{  such  about  *>me  of  the  young  peopl 

aware  of  what  the  Baptist  convention  teresy.  To  invest  the  Bible  with  the  tog  to  the  AF A,  but  we  would 

has  provided  in  the  medical  field  and  <}ualttie* inerrancy  and  infaUibil-  minister  to  the  many  others  u 

appealing  to  ££ taSJSLta  to  ^  ity  is  Mize  «•  to  transform  it  «ming  that  we  do  not  know  al 

w^t  tebL^le^bTe  or  p^  **■  If  P8*40"  ^rents;  « ' 

Hcuje  ^  The  article  went  on  to  say  that  Rev.  young  people  themselves  will  di 

Praise  the  Lord  for  enrirarino  «,r  Cecil  German  won  re-election  as  "Me  with  name  and  address,  i 

leaders  with  toeemity  vrito  whfchT  ^esident  04  North  Carolina  State  correspond  with  them  to  secur 

develop refined^instruments  to  teteS  ^1“na,ter stati"«*at  "* «■»  S"-  ^toefurther Infor, 

anr]  frpfl {  ftnv  Hicoaco  i  ^Ot  3CC6pt  3D  lDEITdllt  Bible.  ^  tDCIIl. 

Kirby  Tvrone  1  respectfully  submit  that  with  We  have  a  8°°d  program 
Prentiss  statements  such  as  these,  the  burden  trough  our  Baptist  Student  Ui 

The  hncriett  shifts  7  ,  °I  praof  has  shifted  to  the  ’moder-  the  Air  Force  Academy,  an 

Editor:  ,  JBratcliertes  beeif  quoted  cdffeCUy,  ~ 

I  am  writing  M  response  to  a  letter  ^en  I  plead  guilty  to  ignorance  and  try.  PLEASE  send  us  names  a 
published  April  23,  1961  that  stated  heresy,  and  if  Bratcher  and  Sherman’s  dresses  of  y«mg  people  comlnf 
that  the  issue  before  the  SBC  is  not  beliefs  have  been  reported  accurately,  *FA  in  June,  1981.  Thank  yoCrr 
about  the  Bible,  as  the  officers  leaders  and  they  represent  moderate  Baptists  A  similar  ministry  is  provided  at 
and  teachers  of  our  denomination  are  then  1  P™?  ‘hat  there  IS  an  ultra-  WestPointand  Annapolis.  Helpcanbe 
overwhelmingly  agreed  that  the  Bible  fundamentalist  plan  to  use  power  poli-  had  there  by  writing  to  Alton  Harpe,  11 
is  wholly  and  totally  true,  but  is  a  ques-  tics  at  ,h«  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  Washington  Street,  Cornwall  on  Hud- 
tion  of  interpretation,  ultra-  tk,n  NY  12S®>.  «  Richard  Bumpass. 

fundamentalist  ignorance,  and  power  Carl  D.  Ford  Box  1609,  Annapolis,  MD  21404. 

politics  Laurel  Last  year  after  you  ran  this  in  your 

JjjggahWgfta  Find  d»  military  ,tnd*t,  ffiSKMSiKS; 

Briggs  of  the  New  York  Times  News  Editor :  <° Uie AF^_H*'8  very ?rtive in  880 

Service,  (hardly  an  ultra-conservative  Please  help  the  Baptist  Student 

riooge  of  Pajge  Patterson )  that  quoted  Union  at  the  Air  Force  Academy  get 

Dr.  Robert  Bratcher,  a  Southern  Ba„  the  word  to  the  young  men  and  ZS  £££■ SE'k 


.  A  WOMAN’S  QUEST  FOR  SEREN-  GIOUS  JOY  by  John  Killinger  ( Word, 
on  ,TY  by  G,*‘  TchlvMHan,  with  «.9S,  144  pp.)  84  daily  meditations, 
foreword  by  Ruth  Grahafr  ( Fleming  This  bpok  will  take  its  reader  through 
Revet!, *'$7.9$,  118  pp.)  How  can  a  Luke,  ’.‘the  Gospel  of  joy,”  in  h  weeks. 
\  woman  handle  all  the  demands  of  her  Killinger,  who  is  professor  of  preach- 
world  and  come  out  victorious?  How  *  ing,  worship  and  literature  at  Van- 
.'■gn  she  feel  good  about  herself  when  derbiit.  Unlvj»rr‘-  has  provided 
society  expects  hqr*  ~~  “teP-  nc-;>’-^i|k'«utKebaa  ^.wuotted  for 

trades’ ’?  Gigi  Tcfiiv^feff'W|fifty  'earn  mfy.^illuminating  backgrourxf 
Graham  s  oldest  daughter  and  mother  and  meaning.  He  points  out  that  Luke 
sJmx,  offers  her  persoi^l  insights  and  shows  that  joy  can.  come  irr-ofdlnary 
answers  m  this  book  on  how  to  find  and  even  depressing  even®  For  in- 
“quietoess  of  heart  and  mind.”  At  17  stance,  Luke  began  his  Gospei  account 
Gigi  married  a  Swiss-Armenian  with  a  miraculous  birth  during  a  tax 
psychologist  and  moved  to  Switzer-  enrollment  He  closed  it  with  the  view 
land.  Sometimes  she  felt  that  loneli-  of  acrucified  Christ  walking  the  roads 
ness  would  overwhelm  her,  and  she  with  his  disciples,  “making  theirdfeil- 
turned  to  the  Bible  for  comfort.  Her  hisioned  hearts  bum  again  with  hope. " 
book  is  not  a  book  of  philosophy,  but  is  This  author  says  that  just  reading 
based  on  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Luke  is  not  enough  but  that  one  should 
Scriptures.  It  is  enhanced  by  some  allow  time  to  meditate,  to  listen  and  to 
loveiy  poems,  many  written  by  Ruth  hear  what  is  being  said,  for  the  “mean- 
Beii  Graham,  Gigi’s  mother  ing  of  the  words  is  often  in  the  silences. 

A  DEVOTIONAL  GUIDE  TO  the  8aP3  between  words  and  sen- 
LUKE,  THE  GOSPEL  OF  CONTA-  tences.  r . 


Easter  flood,  1980,  doubles 
church  members 


in  Argentina 


idcenseiees  weddings  protest  “injustices” 

CULVER  CITY ,  Calif.  ( EP)  —  Since  last  June  at  least  a  dozen  couples 
nave  been  married  without  a  license  at  Grace  Lutheran  church  here 
making  their  unions  valid  in  the  eyes  of  the  church,  but  nonexistent  in  the 
eyes  of  the  state.  The  situation  is  intentional,  according  to  Robert  Johnson 
the  parish  pastor.  “This  is  my  way  of  publicizing  the  injustice  of  a  legal 
system  that  economically  penalizes  people  who  are  married  ” 

Johnson  started  performing  the  marriages  after  a  colleague  -  Rabbi 
Allen  Mailer  of  nearby  Akiba  Temple  —  showed  him  tax  figures  that 
charged  married  couples  thousands  of  dollars  more  than  single  people 
witii  the  same  total  income  who  live  together  and  file  separate  returns. 
Johnson  and  Mailer  devised  a  licenseless  ceremonv  that  omits  nhrases 


mission  to  try  to  drive  to  Buenos  Aires  how  they  might  ii 
to  get  more  help.  Taking  his  family  sonal  way.  Many 
with  him,  he  made  the  long  tripcauti-  Uzed  How  wond 
ously.  “After  many  hours  of  travel  we  works!" 
began  to  see  some  fields  ahead  that 
were  not  flooded,”  said  Annette  Croc-  Up  in  Azul  the 
kett.  “That  was  the  most  beautiful  periencedthesan 
sight  I  had  ever  seen."  Back  from  Buenc 

The  Argentine  Baptist  Convention  }a^e  di 

was  in  annual  session  when  the  Croc-  w  *  “*  *“P  a*1*! 
ketts  arrived.  “We  looked  like  government.  “I 
tramps,”  recalls  Robert.  “We  were  peoP  ®  t0  telievi 
tired  and  dirty.  ’  ’  The  convention  heard  C0U! 

Crockett’s  report  at  once  and  was  aa*o  Our impaci 
moved  to  tears.  Action  was  taken  to  ,  “me  cannot 
secure  a  total  of  $50,000  in  funds  for  ‘aces  appeared  in 
general  relief  and  to  help  rebuild  Bap-  **  ,flrst  Surl 
tist  homes  and  churches.  our  0“eruif!  was  I 

Tons  of  clothing  and  food  stuffs,  as 
well  as  matttresses  and  bedding,  were  ^  'whcflove 
sent  by  truck  to  be  distributed  in  the  the 

devastated  areas;'-  flo^fcrit^k 

“You  can’t  imagine  how  grate  tful  pec  ted  blessing  in 
the  people  were  for  our  help,”  said  and  Annette  Crocl 
Sanabria.  “When  we  finally  got  kansas,  will  be  lion 
around  to  our  own  needs  we  enlarged  Perhaps  they  will 
our  one-room  church  and  refurnished  so  they  will  be  rich 
our  little  home  next  door.  People  who  ter  flood  storie 
had  never  been  to  the  Baptist  church  Jackson-area  Bap 
began  to  attend  services.  They  asked  exactly  what  they 


Khool  participants  fanned  out  oyer  several  radio  stations  and  contacted  Holy  Spirit  and  leaving  the  results  to 
Bradenton  to  share  their  testimonies.  Florida  Baptist  Convention  Director  of  God.”  Further,  “it  is  not  an  option  or  a 
To  his  utter  amazement,  Mitchell  led  a  Evangelism  Jim. Ponder  about  full-  gift”;  it  is  a  commission  from  Christ  to 
fellow  church  member  to  Christ  dur-  time  service  opportunities.  of  Christians. 

Ponder  invited  Mitchell  to  join  him  Most  Christians  don’t  witness, 
as  a  special  lay  staff  member  in  the  Mitchell  contends,  because  they  don't 

area  of  witness  training.  Mitchell  a c-  know  how,  or  aren’t  empowered  by  the 

.  ‘  ’  — -J  was  assigned  to  Ponder’s  Holy  Spirit,  or  both, 

office  through  Mission  Service  Corps,  _  “People  who  say  ’I  can’t  witness’ 

_ .  .  „  ----- -  tne  Southern  Baptist  program  de-  are  telling  the  truth,”  he  savs  “The 

pamed  agroup  of  Florida  Baptist  men  signed  to  place  5,000  full-time  volun-  Lord  must  do  it  through  us.  If  we  only 

teers  on  home  and  foreign  fields  lor  know  the  mechanics  of  witnessing  we 

one  or  two  years.  won’t  have  the  power.  On  the  other 

Tiiat  was  October  of  1978.  In  the  two  hand,  if  we  don't  know  how  to  tell  a 

years  since,  the  Mitchells  have  led  person  in  simple  language  what  Jesus 

numerous  lay  evangelism  schools  and  has  done  for  us,  we  won’t  witness  at 

seminars  all  over  Florida,  as  well  as  in  all." 

South  Korea  during  preparation  for 

a  lay  evangelism  school  at  West  By  early  1978  the  Mitchells  were  so  ^m^°  by  “apteto'Sd ’the 

Bradenton  Baptist  Church  in  Braden-  excited  about  their  newfound  “hobby”  f  ~  — 

ton,  Fla.  that  they  had  lost  all  interest  in  radio  1 _ 

After  studying  witnessing  skills,  broadcasting.  They  sold  their  share  in  "  \0^’a  ^ark'X 

generation,  then  toe  lay  people  have 
got  to  step  dut and  witness',  bokfly.”  •• 


trough  a  word  I  had  shared.”  ing  the  first  visitation  evening. 

Those  sad  words  come  from  Bo  “I  couldn’t  believe  it,”  Mitchell  re- 

litchell,  an  Alabama  native  and  members.  “This  person  had  been  in _ 

?^e^.BapHstIayman  Likemany'  my  Sunday  School  class  for  two  ceptedand 
file  hell  found  it  very  hard  to  share  his  years.” 

iith  verbally  with  friends  and  ac-  Sometime  later  Mitchell  accom- 
uaintances  who  were  not  Christians.  ] 

During  the  last  few  years,  however,  to  Colombia, ‘South  America,  where 
remarkable  series  of  events  has  re-  they  taught  witness  training  sessions 
olutionized  the  lives  of  Mitchell  and  in  Baptist  churches, 
is  wife  Mickie.  In  1977  he  led  several  lay  evangelism 

In  early  1976  Mitchell,  56,  a  longtime  schools  in  Florida  churches.  During 
idio  announcer  (for  many  years  the  that  time  the  Mitchells  steadily  in¬ 
voice”  of  the  Florida  State  Univer-  creased  their  own  personal  witnes- 
ty  Seminole  football  team),  attended  sing. 


Working  closely  with  local  pastors, 
the  Mitchells  lead  lay  evangelism' 

c  .u  v,  ..  - school  participants  in  learning  basic 

Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  witnessing  skills  and  then  applying 

i*?8™ -  them  in  the  community.  The  average  , 

school  consists  of  three  evening  ses-  • 
sions  in  church  followed  by  anevening  • 
—  viaitatioaandwttnessingj'i'i  oril  Ir  41 
“The  greatest  thrill.  In  life  to  looking  i> 
Hast  fall  the  coiiple  to  into  somebody's  eyee  st  the  moment' 

Alabama  and  expanded  4heir  traintag^  he  or  she  understands  who  Jesus  is.,’ 
ministry  to  a  national  scale.  Still  Mis-  says  Mitchell.  “Aj»aff®risttotb  nee 
sion  Service  Corps  volunteers,  the  vail,  if  we  are  to  make  a  mark  on  this  ' 
Mitchells  now  teach  lay  evangelism  generation,  then  we  lay  people  have  : 

enhnnlo  nn<4  TPf  t  UTitn^.1.  : _  -.1  _a _  .  ■  ..  r  ‘  .  .  .. 


uusa&uers  mil  n&e  ram  on  yn 
Divine  umbrella  offers  shield 


By  Norman  Jameson  Twenty-five  years  ago  when  he  was 

WICHITA,  Kan.  (BP)  —  A  movie  heading  home  from  work,  he  saw  a 
about  Ray  Linnen's  life  would  be  rated  dark  cloud  in  his  rear  view  mirror  and 
“R”  because  of  violence.  Yet  the  ne-  decided  to  skip  his  usual  daily  stop  at 
tired  tax  planner  is  a  gentle  Sunday  •  the  ice  cream  parlor  in  Udall.  Five  rai- 
School  teacher  whflonly  wants  to  help  .  nutes  later  the  deadliest  tornado  in 

"•SSfe-  t~*mrisaca?r-x* _ ^  Kansas  history  leveled  the  ice  cream 

Disaster  falls  around  Linnet?.,  "‘’""  seven  people  inside, 

rsun,  but  an  umbrella  of  “divine  pro-  Seventy-threeothers  were  killed  and 
tecOftii”  has  shed  at  least  a  dozen  eh-  200  injured  in  the  town  of  450.  . 

counters  with  certain  death.  When  he  When  Linnen  and  his  wife  Virginia 
was  eight  years  old,  he  waited  to  cross  were  honeymooning  in  Colorado,  they 
a  street  to  a  newspaper  stand  to  begin  crossed  a  bridge  during  a  ferocious 

his  paper  route  and  a  speeding  car  storm  and  pulled  to  the  roadside.  Mi- 

smashed  into  the  stand,  killing  three  nutes  later,  floodwaters  swept  the 
People.  bridge  away. 

At  other  times  in  Linnen’s  life,  an  oil  The  Linnens  left  the  steep  winding 
rig  blew  up  behind  him  after  he  had  left  roads  of  the  Rockies  a  few  days  later, 
to  answei^el  iphone two  airplanes  They  were  traveling-on  tbetr~w+L~ji 
tie  warschKulal-to  be  on  but  missed road  in  miles,  when  “darned  if  inf 
crashed,  including -one  that  killed  31  brakes  didn’t  go  out,”  Linnen  recalls. 


August,  he  has  appeared  on  40  to  45 
television  and  radio  talks  shows.  He 
accepts  no  appearance,  fee  and  will 
only  agree  to  be  on  the  show  if  he  is 
given  the  opportunity  to  talk  about  his 
faith. 

The  exposure  has  brought  him  many 
cries  for  help.  He  now  has  a  thick  fd- 
-  der  of  letters  and  records  of  telephone 
calls  from  people  who  have  soujjt  his 
counsel.  A  wdman  who  was  about  to 
commit  suicide  called  and  told  him 
after  hearing  his  testimony  on  the 
radio  she  was  going  to  find  what  the 
Lord  had  for  her. 

“Behind  each  experience,  I’ve  been 
able  to  help  someone,”  says  Linnen. 
“Every  time  I  help  somebody,  I  usu- 
;*-'7«eUhem  out  of  their  probic-  hut 
then  I  inherit  some  more.  ” 

Some  of  Linnen’s  strange  fortunes 
have  not  just  saved  his  life,  but  have 
improved  its  condition.  Deal  in  both, 
ears,  Linnen  learned  of  a  new  opera¬ 
tion  in  1958 that  might  restore  his  hear¬ 
ing.  He  drove  without  an  appointment 
to  Oklahoma  City  to  see  a  specialist 
who  was  booked  four  months  ahead. 

.  ,  ,  , ,  On  the  way,  he  just  made  it  around  a 

dustnal  park,  telling  him  a  tornado  big  truck  that  had  jackknifed,  blocking 
had  struck  the  area  at  the  time  he  was  the  road 


learned  later  the  person  who  was  to 
have  been  in  his  time  slot  had  been 
behind  him  on  the  road  and  couldn't 
make  it  around  the  disabled  truck. 

Later,  shortly  after  he  had  lost  ev¬ 
erything  he  had  in  a  business  deal 
where  bis  partner  cheated  lam,  a  man 
walked  Into  his  office  and  gave  him  the 
biggest  contract  he  evgr  Jiad,  to  man¬ 
age. nil  wells  that- were  producing 


Interfaith  chaplaingy^^ 
organization  is  formed 


a  wide  spectrum  of  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations. 

The  new  National  Conference  on 
Ministry  to  the  Armed  Forces  will 
—^eUwiceeach  year  with  the  chiefs  of 


Devotional 


;encies 


Ted  Church  (Smith);  May  17-22; 
John  E.  Barrow,  pastor ;  Billy  Ballard, 
director  of  missions.  Smith  Associa- 
tion,  evangelist;  Ida  Mae  Brown  and 
Oneta  Cockrell,  music  director  and 
pianist  at  Ted,  leading  the  music ;  din¬ 
ner  at  the  church  on  Sunday  with  two 
services,  morning  and  afternoon; 
Mon.-Fri.  at  7:30  p.m. 


efforts  to  “safeguard”  liberty 


Church  Pew  Cushions :  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301  Since  1899.  Phone 
(801)  893-4451. 


By  Jeanette  D.  Kirby,  Clinton 
I  Luke  15:8-10 

A  large  department  store  in  our  area  was  offering  a  four-week  course  on 
interior  decorating.  I  had  signed  up  and  eagerly  awaited  the  first  class.  However, 
the  enjoyment  of  that  session  was  marred.  As  I  sat  there  waiting  to  register,  I 
looked  down  at  my  hands  and  realized  a  ring  was  missing!  I 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Represen-  and  state  efforts  to  “regulate  the  ac- 
tativesof  13  Southern  Baptist  agencies  creditation  of  church-related  schools 
issued  a  statement  calling  for  ex-  and  colleges;”  federal  and  state  ef- 
panded  efforts  to  “safeguard”  religi-  forts  to  collect  unemployment  com- 
ous  liberty  and  its  corollary,  separa-  pensation  taxes  from  church-related 
tion  of  church  and  state.  agencies ;  and  intelligence  agency  use 

The  statement  came  from  a  caucus  of  clergy  and  missionaries  and  the 
of  Southern  Baptists  attending  a  con-  posting  of  intelligence  agents  as  clergy 

ference  on  government  intervention  and  missionaries, 
which  brought  together  represents-  The  SBC  caucus  was  convened  by  J. 

tives  of  more  than,.pfr  peroeht  of  Howard  Cobble,  chairman  of  the  SBC 
America’s  adherents  o'  Tnjanized  re-  ,.  Executive  Committed  and  pa  stor'd 


marched  the  room  thoroughly,  but  the  ring  was  nowhere  to  be 

.  Uk  After  class,  1  carefully  retraced  my  steps  through  the  store 
f3®  and  across  the  parking  lot  to  my  car,  looking  down  asj  walked . 

Ip  Arriving  home,  f  thoroughly  searched  the  house  The  last 

place  f  looked  was  in-the  bathroom.  Two  inches  from  the  drain 
tub  I  found  the  last  ring !  It  had  slipped  off  as  I  bathed. 
-Jrife cannot  convey  my  sense  of  eU.~  ^finding  the  ring 
All  of  us  can  probably  recall  experiences  when  we  lost  some- 
Klrhy  thing  or  misplaced  an  object  which  was  special  to  us.  That  loss 
occasioned  a  diligent  search  for  the  missing  item.  We  can  further  recall  the  relief 
and  joy  experienced  when  we  found  what  we’d  lost.  Are  we  that  interested  in 
seeking  people  who  are  spiritually  lost  from  God? 

As  Christians,  we  are  sometimes  guilty  of  being  more  concerned  with  finding 
personal  possessions  Which  will  eventually  be  destroyed  than  we  are  in  winning 
lost  people  who  iftll  live  throughout  eternity. 

Jesus  told  a  story  about  a  woman  who  had  ten  coins.  She  lost  one  coin  and 
thoroughly  searched  her  house  until  she  found  it.  The  Lord  Christ  told  this  story 
to  stress  the  importance  of  valuable  possessions  being  found.  The  discovery  of 
what  had  been  lost  was  the  occasion  for  great  joy. 

So  it  is  when  a  lost  soul  is  saved  Nothing  brings  greater  joy  to  the  Lord  than  the 
act  of  repentance  by  a  sinner.  The  Lord  is  the  Good  Shepherd  who  came  to  seek 
lost  men.  His  greatest  joy,  therefore,  is  receiving  a  sinner  who  turns  to  Him  in  an. 
®ct  of  repentance  and  faith.  The  Lord’s  greatest  delight  is  experienced  in  meet¬ 
ing  man's  deepest  need. 


FOR  SALE:  Padded  PEWS  - 
thirty-one  9  ft.  10  in.,  four  4  ft. 


thirty-one  9  ft.  10  in.,  four  4  ft.; 
PULPIT;  COMMUNION  TABLE; 
3  padded  PULPIT  CHAIRS.  Heb¬ 
ron  Baptist  Church,  Rt.  2,  Box  200, 
Taylorsville,  MS  39188  (  801)  763- 
3445. 


Rocky  Point  (Leake):  spring  youth 
revival;  May  15-17;  services  at  7  p.m.; 
Danny  Lanier,  evangelist;  Ryan 
Milgy,  song  leader;  David  Wilkinson, 
pastor.  (The  summer  revival  gt  Rocky 


Point,  which  usually  bybrn  the  first 
Sunday  in  Augusf.wiff  this  year  be  Au¬ 
gust  18-21.  with  Danny  Lafferty  as 
evangelist. ) 

Robinhood  Church  1  Rankin  l:  May 

17-20;  Noel  Brock,  Valley  Grove 
Church,  Tupelo,  evangelist;  Rick 
Rice,  Mississippi  College,  music 
evangelist;  Mike  Perinock,  pastor; 
Sunday  at  II  a  m.  and  7:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.  at  7:30  p.m. 

Pray  for  MKs 

May  26— David  P.  Myers 
( Nigeria  1,  USM 


ORGAN, 


fully  adjustable  general  combina¬ 
tion  pistons;  used  by  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson  until  their  pipe 
organ  was  renovated.  Jonathan 
Sweat.  Northmtnster  Baptist 
Church,  3955  Ridgewood  Road, 
Jackson,  MS  39211, 


TRIO  MUSIC  for  WEDDINGS, 
RECEPTIONS.  Members  Jackson 
Symphony  Orchestra  (901)  371- 


REV.  ED  GULLICK,  Belzonf, 
Miss  is  available  for  pastorate 
duties.  Call  (601)  247-2976  nights; 
weekends. 


Blue  Mountain  registrar: 
GA  director  extraordinary 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams  not  go  to  church  anywhere. 

“If  a  GA  says,  Tm  going  to  quit,’  Miss  Hendricks  promised  them  all 
that’s  a  flag  which  means '  I  want  more  transportation  home,  especially  those 
attention,'  ”  said  Annie  Hendricks,  who  lived  farthest  away.  If  they  went 
“Girls  respond  to  interest  shown  in  home  first  from  school,  she  would  see 
them.  If  they  do  quit  going  to  GA,  don’t  that  they  were  picked  up  and  returned, 
give  up  on  them.  Call  them.  Visit.  Show  "I  encourage  them  to  go  home  for  a 
you  do  care  about  them.”  brief  rest  after  school,”  she  said. 

Annie  Hendricks  should  know.  She  “That  way  they  don’t  come  in  quite  so 
has  been  GA  director  at  Lowrey  full  of  energy.  ”  Through  the  years  she 
Memorial  Church,  Blue  Mountain,  for  has  had  pick-up  and  take-home  routes 
35  consecutive  years.  When  one  of  her  herself.  Also  now  the  church  sends  a 
GAs  stopped  coming  to  meetings  after  van  to  transport  girls.  Alvin  Street, 
being  present  only  a  few  times,  Miss  husband  of  the  assistant  GA  director, 
Hendricks  suddenly  realized  that  she  is  the  driver..  A  nursery  is  provided  for 
didn't  know  exactly  where  the  girl  leaders  who  have  small  children, 

lived,  or  if  she  had  a  phone,  But  she  At  first,  when  a  song  leader  was 
called  the  child’s  grandmother  to  needed,  Miss  Hendricks  asked  a  Blue 
urge,  “Please  tell  your  granddaughter  Mountain  College  student  to  help.  That 

we  miss  her  inGA.”  The  next  week  the  worked  out  so  well  that  she  continued 

girl  returned  and  the  director  over-  and  enlarged  the  practice  of  enlisting 
heard  her  say ,  “I  quit,  but  they  wanted  college  girls  as  leaders.  Probably  not 
me  back!"  another  GA  in  the  state  has  as  many 

Miss  Hendricks  was  graduated  from  available  volunteers!  This  organiza- 
Blue  Mountain  College  in  1942  and  tion  at  Lowrey  Memorial  has  given 
worked  three  years  with  the  War  Pro-  missionary  training  to  dozens  of  Blue 
duction  Board.  When  she  accepted  Mountain  girls. 

President  Lawrence  Lowrey’s  invita-  Quite  a  few  of  Annie  Hendricks’ 
tion  in  1945  to  become  registrar  at  her  former  student  helper^  are  Southern 
alma  mater,  she  had  no  idea  she  would  Baptist  missionaries  today.  Marylu 
also  be  granted  at  the  same  time  her  Moore,  missionary  who  is  co-pastor  of 
desire  to  become  a  children's  worked.  a  Baptist  church  in  Gravina.  Italy, 
In  fact,  Frances  Tyler  asked  her  two  helped  her  for  seven  semesters.  "I 
years  in  a  row  before  she  said  yes  to  bought  a  car  and  Marylu  learned  to 
the  GA  job.  To  overcome  her  own  ex-  drive  it  so  she  could  take  girls  home.’’ 
cuses.  she  told  herself,  “If  I  don’t  know  Others  who  helped  her  include  Rita 
anything  about  missions,  I  can  cer-  Duke  Dean,  missionary  to  Japan; 
tainly  learn,  and  if  I  don't  know  the  Mary  Colvert  Rollins,  home  missio- 
people  of  the  town,  the  girls  will  intro-  nary  f11  Alaska;  Ginny  Currey  Canna- 
duce  me  to  their  families.  ”  So  in  1946  missionary  in  the  Sudan ;  and  June 
she  began  meeting  with  GAs  on  Tues-  Whitlow,  member  of  the  WMU,  SBC, 
day  afternoons,  from  3:30  to  4:30  —  staff 

and  she  still  does.  ..  Because  of  her  student  helpers,  Miss 

o _ .  ..  .  .  ..  Hendricks  finds  it  possible  to  use  a  lot 

Her  ministry  with  Girls  in  Action  is  of  time  for  Missions  Adventures.  This 

extraordinary  in  several  ways.  For  m  she  has  ad  ted  to  her  own 

one  thing,  at  least  50  percent  of  her  ch^ch  situatlon  and  f0  the  resources 

*?h,lrrn  g  f  ,yearS  l  bee’?  she  knows  are  available  to  her  girls. 

fwn  h  a  K  ,ly  ^m0nK  She  especially  stresses  Bible  memory 

families,  she  said  but  have  been  pub-  work  and  askys  that  each  prl  learn  th' 

‘h  Tf  M°“'  ***■  that  g^e  the  plan  of  salvation 

r,  m  'Tds  F°r  and  also  that  they  all  learn  the  books  of 

d^U  have  a1way°sUCn  So  1116  Bible  "How  can  a  *'rl  find  a  Blble 
S  r,  7  ,fn  avalla, . 10  verse  if  she  doesn’t  know  the  books  of 

a^tas^'eadr/  JT:  A,m~  ““  Bible”  she  wanted  to  know.  As  she 
‘Sr7  work  wit^thf  ^  GAsTn  drives  3  *rl  bome  from  GA’  ma* 

gfiK  S.and  fir^^  mL  attem  ^  °f  the  Bible 

bo"can  h*  f'.en  individuals.  Third  f-or  each  irl  she  makes  a„  indi. 

f  ?  ?  fu  a"  TaSUai  vidual chart  tocheck  Missions Adven- 

0nS  en‘  tures  Promts  as  completed.  In  the 
B  Bible  Memory  section,  she  reserves  a 

In  the  beginning,  during  the  1946-47  place  for  “date  read,”  “date  studied,” 
school  year,  she  held  GA  at  the  and  “date  memorized."  First,  the  girl 
elementary  school  in  a  classroom,  must  read  the  verse  to  a  leader," “If  a 
When  teachers  told  girls.  “You  may  girl  can’t  pronounce  the  words  in  the 
choose  study  hall  or  GA.  ”  most  chose  verse,  the n  she  probably  doesn't  know 
GA,  so  that  50  attended  the  meetings,  the  meaning  of  the  verse.”  Then  the 
The  next  year  the  .meetings  were  two  discuss  the  meaning  of  the  verse, 
moved  to  the  church  and  held  after  “It  is  very  valuable  to  talk  about  the 
school,  but  many  girls  had  already  be-  meaning  of  the  verse  before  they 
come  interested  and  so  continued  to  memorize  it.”  (She  uses  the  King 
come.  Lowrey  Memorial  Church  girld  James  Version  in  the  memorization 
came  and  brought  their  friends.  Some  because  once  she  told  a  girl  to 
girls  came  who  belonged  to  other  memorize  something  from  the  Good 
churches  that  did  not  have  GA  at  all .  or  News  V  ersioh.  and  after  the  girl  read 
had  it  on  another  day  of  the  week,  the  verse  she  asked,  “Can’ll  just  say  it 

.  like  it  is  in  the  Bible?" ) 


“Women  who  remember  now  what  "What  have  you  been  reading  about 
we  did  when  they  were  girls  in  GA  are  world  hunger?”  and  another  series  on 
my  encouragement  to  keep  on  work-  “What  is  being  done  about  world 
ing,”  said  Miss  Hendricks.  Many  of  hunger?”— and  displayed  them  in  the 
her  former  GAs  are  now  GA  leaders,  church.  As  a  result,  the  congregation 
In  North  Carolina  she  met  one  of  them  decided  to  take  its  first  special  offering 
who  rushed  to  tell  her,  “I’m  a  GA  di-  for  world  hunger.  Less  than  $10  came 
rector.  I’m  going  to  teach  a  study  from  the  children,  but  $800  came  from 
course  next  week!  Here  are  pictures  of  the  adults.  As  follow-up,  Miss  Hen- 
our  coronation."  Susan  Washburn  of  dricks  asked  for  a  series  of  posters  on 
Blue  Mountain,  National  Acteens  "Where  did  our  world  hunger  money 
Panelist  one  year,  was  once  one  of  go?” 

Miss  Hendricks’  GAs,  and  gives  her  The  Blue  Mountain  registrar  began 
much  credit  for  her  achievement.  her  church  work  in  her  hometown  of 
How  many  professions  of  faith  have  Inverness  when  she  was  15.  "Mrs. 
been  made  as  a  result  of  her  GA  work  Robert  Melton  was  my  inspiration, 
she  could  not  guess.  But  she  remem-  She  asked  me  to  lead  the  Sunbeam 
bers  that  one  girl  didn’t  accept  Christ  Band.”  One  of  her  seven  brothers  and 
until  she  was  studying  to  become  sisters,  Bill  Hendricks,  is  manager  of 
Queen.  She  was  supposed  to  write,  Glorieta  Assembly. 

“Why  I  Am  A  Christian,”  but  since  she  For  a  while  she  taught  sophomores 

was  not  one,  her  leader  changed  the  in  Sunday  School,  but  now  teaches  a 
topic  to  “Why  I  Should  Be  A  Christ-  class  of  adult  women;  this  gives  her 
ian.  ”  As  a  result,  she  realized  her  need  still  further  contact  with  mothers  of 
for  Christ.  GAs.  For  a  few  years  she  was  Tippah 

Another  girl  went  with  Miss  Hen-  associational  GA  director, 
dricks  to  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  She  lives  in  a  homey  apartment  in 
Ripley.  At  the  close  of  the  service  the  one  of  the  college  dorms,  where  she. 
girl  went  down  to  profess  Christ  pub-  has  room  for  sisters,  brothers,  nieces, 
licly.  Later  Miss  Hendricks  asked  her,  or  nephews  to  visit.  Though  she  can 
“Had  you  considered  this  decision  be-  cook  there,  she  usually  eats  in  the  col- 
fore  tonight?”  She  answered,  “Yes,  lege  dining  hall.  Focal  center  of  her 
the  other  day  when  I  was  saying  my  living  room  is  her  collection  of  146  bells 
Scripture  memory  passages  to  you  —  from  Greece,  Switzerland,  Kenya, 
and  we  were  talking  about  what  they  Spain,  Japan,  Taiwan,  etc.  The  Sells 
meant”  are  gifts  from  family,  friends,  and 

In  one  project,  the  Girls  in  Action  of  (naturally)  from  Blue  Mountain  stu- 
Lowrey  Memorial  Church  made  post-  dents  who  have  been  her  helpers  in 
ers  on  world  hunger  —  a  series  on  GA. 


Annie  Hendricks,  registrar  at  Blue  Mountain  College,  has  served  35  consecutive 
years  as  GA  director  at  Lowrey  Memorial  Church,  Blue  Mountain. 
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Washington  lEPi  —  In  spite  of  polit¬ 
ical  unrest.  Baptists  in  El  Salvador 
continue  to  reach  out  to  win  the  lost. 
Jose  Rene  Cedillos,  executive  secret¬ 
ary  of  the  Asociacion  Bautista  de  El 
Salvador,  reports  that  he  baptized  48 
people  “of  all  ages  and  social  levels” 
on  the  67th  anniversary  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church.  San  Salvador.  “Every 
Sunday  we  have  decisions  for  Christ,” 
writes  Cedillos,  “and  the  sanctuary  is 
full  with  ah  average  of  500  people.  We 
V Vv? "  V-  * the 
country ’even  in  the  mids'f  of  Tfi’eSe  tur¬ 
bulent  times  in  which  we  are  living." 
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Mrs  E.  G.  Graham,  Sr  has  served  50 
consecutive  years  as  GA  leader  at  Wes¬ 
son  Church. 
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Meftnonites,  BWA  will  publish 
Bible  study  books  in  Russian 

AKRON,  Pa.  (EP»  —  Bible  study  Discussion  about  the  project  b 
materials  in  Slavic  languages  are  very  three  years  ago  One  of  the  nr 
limited.  In  response  to  this  need.  Men-  questions  in  the  beginning  was 
nonite  Central  Committee  and  the  choice  of  the  right  commentary. 
Baptist  World  Alliance  are  cooperat-  Th  versjon  chosen  was  Wjl 
mg  to  produce  major  Bible  study  books  „  ,  vfrslon  chosen  was  Wil 

in  the  Russian  language.  ?artcla>'  s,  C0™T»Z  ,on  tbe, 

Surprisingly,  there  is  no  complete  ?astament’  ^lc(h  wll  bf lran3lat 
niK,„ ....  17  volumes  The  translation  is  we 

Bible  commentary  available  in  the  d  Sovjpt  „van„p|,raU 

Russian  language  The  large  Orthodox  pdjt  >,  X the  trinsTati 
Church  has  the  liturgy  rather  than  the  cm  tonal  consultants,  the  translati 

sermon  at  the  center  of  its  worship  don«  lnGerman>'  and  ^selt" 
services.  England. 

The  evangelical  churches,  for  whom  The  commentary  will  be  availal 
preaching  from  the  Bible  is  central,  Russian-speaking  people  arounc 
have  not  had  the  time  or  opportunity  in  world.  Soviet  officials  have  beei 
their  much  shorter  history  to  produce  proached  regarding  permission  t 
one.  port  the  books  to  the  USSR  legall 
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Associational  Missions  Resource  Leaders 


The  Association: 


Christian,  music  solves  traffic  problem 

TAIPEI,  Taiwan>EP):  —  Taipei  ranks  high  among  elm's  in  the  world 


where  traffic  is  impossible  international  experts  have  visited  the  city, 
studied  the  snarls  and  departed ,  shaking  their  heads  in  despair.  But  travel¬ 
ing  through  the  streets  of  Taipei  is  at  least  one  driver  who  is  calm  and 
tranquil,  thanks  to  the  Baptist  Christian  Literature  Center. 

The  center  recently  received  a  letter  from  a  Taipei  taxi  driver  who  said 
he  had  been  looking  for  eight-track  recordings  of  church  music  for  five 
years. 

In  the  letter  he  explained  that  most  cars  in  Taiwan,  especially  taxis, 
have  eight-track  tape  recorders  and  many  kinds  of  cassettes  are  available 
on  the  local  market.  But  only  recently  did  he  discover  Christian  music 
tapes  at  the  literature  center. 

“Having  these  cassettes  has  changed  my  life."  the  taxi  driver  wrote. 
"Formerly.  I  looked  forward  to  my  day  off  when  1  did  not  have  to  face  the 
chaotic  traffic  Now  I  look  forward  to  driving  because  the  cassettes  help 


Earl  Keiy 
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me  remain  calm  and  tranquil 


"Listening  to  Christian  music  while  driving  will.  I  beiieve.  help  solve  our 
traffic  problems  and  enrich 


spiritual  growth. 
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Still  needed:  refug 
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ee  sponsors 


.  ATLANTA  (BP)— Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  sponsored  a  record  number  of  re¬ 
fugees  in  1980,  but  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment  officials  say  thousands  of  spon¬ 
sors  still  are  needed  to  care  for  home¬ 
less  people  from  around  the  world, 
g  “We  resettled  4,031  people  from  14 
Countries,”  reported  Hubert  Hurt,  di¬ 
rector  of  transculturai  outreach  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board.  That  number  eclipsed  the-1979 
record  total  of  3,100  refugees. 

5  Hurt  noted  Southern  Baptists 
ranked  first  in  the  number  of  In¬ 
dochinese  refugees  sponsored  (3,338) 
among  more  than  14  Christian  de¬ 
nominations  participating  in  Church 
World  Service,  the  international  reset¬ 
tlement  agency.  The  SBC  ranked 
fourth  among  CWS  participants  for  re¬ 
settlement  of  all  nationalities,  com¬ 
bined. 

Reasons  for  the  sponsorship  in¬ 
creased  arenumerohs,  HMB  language 
workers  claim.  “There  has  been  an  in¬ 


creased  awareness  of  the  needs  of  ian  social  ministries  department-  “llldo  oUUglll 
these  people,”  said  Randy  Cash,  HMB  opened  in  October  and  primarily  v 

refugee  resettlement  coordinator,  served  Cubans  and  Haitians.  The  New  NASHVILLE  —  A  Southern  Baptist 

“People  have  learned  about  the  re-  York  center-staffed  by  an  all-  "Hymn/Song  Text  for  Children”  com- 

fugees’  plight  from  Baptist  Press  and  volunteer  force-has  reached  refugees  petition  has  been  announced  by  the 

their  state  papers.  Word  has  spread  of  many  origins  since  it  opened  in  Au-  Sunday  School  Board’s  church  music 

that  the  vast  majority  of  resettlement  gust.  department. 

experiences  have  been  positive  for  the  Both  centers  provide  English  clas-  An  August  31  deadline  has  been  set 
sponsors.  ses,  Bible  studies  and  acculturation  for  submitting  short,  original  hymn  or 

'The  SBC  attitude  (toward  re-  programs,  Hurt  said.  Staff  at  the  song  texts  suitable  for  children, 

fugees)  is  positive,”  he  said  Miami  center  also  help  provide  reset-  grades  one  through  six,  to  sing  at 

Hurt  added  the  creation  of  two  tlement  and  work  with  five  local  Hai-  church  First,  second  and  third  prizes 

Southern  Baptist  refugee  relief  cen-  tian  churches  to  provide  food  for  about  of  $250,  $150 1100,  respectively,  will  be 

ters  helped  the  denomination  reach  500  Haitians  per  week.  The  New  York  awarded. 

and  resettle  more  people.  The  Miami  center  staff  distribute  clothing,  pro-  Said  Bill  Leach,  supervisor  of  the 

center-a  joint  venture  of  the  board’s  vide  job  referral  services  and  sponsor  preschool /children  development  sec¬ 
tion,  church  music  department:  “A  lot  _ _ 

of  children’s  songs  combine  fact  and  He  is  leaving  the  pastorate  of  the  Brax- 
fantasy  and  present  them  as  one  in  the  ton  Church, 
same.  We’re  trying  to  obtain  texts  that 

are  biblically  accurate  and  theologi-  R.  E.  Pierson  has  accepted  the  pas- 
caUy  sound  as  well  as  poetic.”  torate  of  Centerville  Church,  Walthall 

Hymn  or  song  texts  consisting  of  two  County.  He  has  been  serving  churches 
to  four  stanzas  in  metrical  or  free  in  the  Northwest  and  in  Nevada.  He 
versemay  beentered.  Previously  pub-  and  his  wife  Kathy  and  son,  Robert, 
ashed  material  cannot  be  considered, 


Mike  Jeter,  minister  to  college  and 
single  adults,  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
minister  to  youth  at  Cliff  Temple  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Dallas,  Tex. 


liberty  Church,  Winston  County, 
has  called  Alien  Mapp  as  interim  pas- 


Lamar  Pickens  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  Crosby  Church,  Missis- 
Wayne  Coley  has  been  called  to  be-  sippi  Association, 
come  minister  of  preschool  activities 

for  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  He  Friendship  Church,  Oktibbeha 
is  leaving  the  Sunday  School  Board,  County,  has  called  Bill  Boggess  of  Col- 
Nashville,  where  he  has  been  a  pre-  umbus  as  pastor.  Boggess  is  a 
school  consultant.  He  begins  work  graduate  of  Florida  Bible  College  and 
June  1.  Dallas  Theological  Seminary.  He  is 

*  married  to  the  former  Barbara  Kotlen 
Charles  .Wesley  is  the  new  pastor  of  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  and  has  one  son,  Bryan. 


WRITE  NOW!... 

Confirmed  reservations 
are  still  available  for  the 
Bible-Praaching  and  Media 
Library  Conferences  at 
Ridgecrest,  June  27-July 
3,  and  Glorieta,  July  28- 
31,  1981. 

Writ.:  Conference  Center  Reeervatlons 
PO  Box  188  PCTBox  8 

Ridgecrest,  NC.  Qlorteta,  NM 

88770  87838 


church  members: 

For  thirty  pieces  of  silver 
Judas  betrayed  our  precious  Lord; 
Then,  filled  with  utmost  sorrow,  -* 
Hanged  himself,  That  was  his  re¬ 
ward.  \  \ 

For  thirty  pieces  of  silver  \ 

You  and  I  can  help  spread  His  word; 
Then,  filled  with  deep  inner  joy, 
See  others  saved  because  they 
heard.' 

The  children  brought  $214in  nickels, 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars.  The 
plate  offering  was  $601,  giving  a  total 
of  $815  and  exceeding  the  goal  of  $750. 


- - -  Jr.,  have  moved  on  the  field.  The 

and  the  church  music  department  will  church  gave  him  and  his  family  a 
retain  first  refusal  rights  to  the  publi-  pounding  on  Saturday,  May  2. 
cation  of  all  entries.  In  cases  when  the  _  -  ' 

text  is  metrical,  an  existing  well-  G.  C.  Sansing  has  accepted  the  pas- 
known  hymn  tune  to  which  the  text  can  torate  of  Mayhew  Church,  Lowndes 
be  sung  may  be  specified.  However,  County, 
music  is  not  to  be  submitted  with  the. 

texts  Jimmy  McCaleb  has  been  called  to 

Toenter,  send  with  each  text  the  wri-  Calvary  Church,  Starkville,  as  minis¬ 
ter’s  name,  address  and  zip  code,  with  ter  of  music  and  youth.  He  goes  to  Ok- 
a  $5.00  entry  fee.  Entries  and  corres-  tibbeha  County  from  38th  Avenue 
pondence  should  be  addressed  to  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Hymn/Song  Text  for  Children  Com-  - 

petition.  Church  Music  Department,  Herman  Bryanttias  resigned  as  pas- 
The  Sunday  School  Board,  127  Ninth  tar  of  Loyd  Church,  Calhoun  County,  to 
Ave.,  N.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37234.  Win-  begin  a  new  pastorate  at  Prospect 
ners  will  be  announced  by  Oct.  31, 1981.  Church,  Chickasaw  County. 


World  Radio  brings 
letters  from  China 


Pieces  of  Silver”  was  |pased  on  the  idea 
of  giving  30  coins  for  missions,  eonsid- 
CHATHAM,  N.  J.'l EP)  —Trams  World  ering  that  Judas  had  received  30coins 
Radio  received  6.990  letters  from  for  betraying  our  Lord.  Members  were 
mainland  China  during  1980.  Many  of  given  plastic  bags  with  ties  the  Sunday 
these  were  from  new  listeners  re-  before  Easter,  some  containing  a  copy 
spending  to  the  broadcasts  for  the  first  of  this  poem  written  by  one  of  the 
time. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  radio  out¬ 
reach  into  this  country  of  900  million 
people  was  evidenced  in  a  report  by  a 
missionary  from  Hong  Kong  after  his 
visit  into  the  interior  of  China. 

One  particular  incident  he  related 
involved  a  tour  guide,  The  missionary, 
while  seated  in  a  dining  room,  asked 
the  guide  if  she  ever  heard  of  a  station 
that  broadcasts  from  Guam. 

She  replied  that  she  had,  walked 
across  the  room  to  the  radio,  and  tuned 
in  to  Trans  World  Radio-Guam  without 
any  hesitation.  When  asked  if  many 
people  listen  to  this  station,  she  re¬ 
sponded,  “Oh,  yes,  many,  many 
people  listen  to  Guam  radio.  It  talks 
about  God.” 

Trans  World  Radio-Guam  continues 
its  outreach  to  the  Chinese  people  by  Union  Church  near  Puckett  will 
beaming  340  programs  weekly  in  the  celebrate  homecoming  day  on  Sunday, 
Mandarin,  Cantonese  and  English  May  17.  Mike  Ponder  will  be  guest 
languages.  Presently,  two  shortwave  speaker  at  the  U  a.m.  service.  Special 
antennas  and  two  transmitters  beam  music  will  be  presented  by  the  Christ- 
the  gospel  to  China,  Indonesia,  Japan,  ian  Way  Singers.  Dinner  will  be  served 
eastern  Russia,  India  and  Southeast  at  the  church,  followed  by  gospel  sing- 
Asia.  ing  in  the  afternoon. 


CHURCH 

FURNISHINGS 

New  &  Used 

Write  Mid-South,  Box  343 
Greenwell  Springs, 
Louisiana  70739 
or  call  (504  )  261-5639 


Rounds  way  Church,  Sunflower 

County,  will  celebrate  homecoming 
Sunday,  May  24.  Activities  will  begin 
with  Sunday  School  at  9:45  a.m.  At  ffie 
11  a.m,  worship  service.  Max  Hol¬ 
ley  man,  the  pastor  ,  will  bring  the  mes¬ 
sage.  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
grounds  At  1:30  p.m.  there  will  be  a 
memorial  service  followed  by  a  period 
of  special  music  by  local  talent,  and 
congregational  singing. 

Carlton  Donahoe  is  chairman  of  the 
Memorial  Day  Committee. 


Chaparral  Church,  Wayne  County, 

will  celebrate  homecoming  day  on 
Sunday,  May  17.  Sunday  School  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  and  preaching  service 
at  11.  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
grounds. 

Pine  Hill  Church  near  Enterprise  in 
Clarke  County  will  observe  homecom¬ 
ing  day  on  Sunday,  May  17.  Herbert 
Kinmon,  a  former  pastor  of  the 
church,  now  from  Mendenhall,  will 
bring  the  morning  message.  Lunch 
will  be  served  in  the  fellowship  hall. 
James  Pearson  is  pastor. 

Your  mind  is  a  sacred  enclosure  into 
which  nothing  harmful  can  enter  ex¬ 
cept  by  your  permission. 

Men  mourn  for  what  they  have  lost, 
and  women  for  what  they  never  had. 

The  Christian’s  walk  and  talk  must 
be  together. 


Enoch  Purvis  has  resigned  as  pastor 
''Oak  Park, Ill.  (EP)  —  The  Christian  of  Macedonia  Church,  Calhoun  Coun- 
Legal  Society  of  Oak  Park  has  estab-  ty,  to  begin  a  new  ministry  at  Palmer 
lished  an  office  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Church,  Tippah  Association, 
for  its  Center  for  Law  and  Religious 

Freedom.  The  Center  “was  founded  to  Mt.  Moriah  Church,  Calhoun  Coun- 
protect,  maintain  and  defend  the  ty,  has  called  Forrest  Poindexter  as 
rights  of  Christians  to  practice  their  interim  pastor, 
faith  freely  without  improper  interfer¬ 
ence  and  regulation,”  a  CLS  brochure  Gregory  Millard  Stanford  has  ac- 
states.  cepted  the  call  to  become  educa¬ 

tion/youth  minister  for  First  Church, 
Union  RronkVinvpn  Magee.  He  and  his  family  will  move 

UIUOJJ,  L»l  OUKIld  V  CII,  from  Bradenton  Fla  where  he  is  on 

completes  pastor’s  the  staff  of  the  Manatee  Church.  Mark 

,  ,  *  1  Hawkins,  the  interim  education/youth 

briCK  home  director  at  Magee,  will  continue  to 

serve  the  church  through  August  as 
Union  Church,  Brookhaven,  re-  summer  youth  worker.  Oliver  Ladnier 
cently  completed  a  new  brick  pastor’s  is  pastor, 
home .  Open  house  was  held  Sunday  af-  .... 

temoon,  March  29.  \U  O  V 11 P  1*011 11  tV 

The  house  includes  three  bedrooms,  J  v  uunc  y 

two  baths,  utility  room,  kitchen  and  — 1 
family  room  combination,  and  a  single  lIUUo  UV  Cl  it  (Jell 

carport.  — - -  -  ,  „,r7 

Plans'for  this  projeclwere  initiated  Wayne  County  Association's  Execu- 
three  years  ago  by  the  pastor,  Leonard  five  Board  approved  an  associational 
Smith.  Money  was  raised  principally  goal  of  $10,000  for  the  Annie  Armstrong 
from  within  the  membership.  Home  Missions  Offering.  To  arrive  at 

The  house  was  built  for  $32,000  and  the  goal  they  took  offering  totals  from 
was  completed  debt-free.  There  is  a  1980  church  tetters  and  added  10  per- 
plaque  on  the  front  of  the  house  in-  cent 

scribed,  “In  honor  of  Rev.  Leonard  To  date,  the  Wayne  Association  has 
Smith.”  given  through  the  1981  Annie 

Smith  resigned  the  church  on  April  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  $11,510. 
19,  1981  and  is  available  for  supply.  Mrs.  William  Bayne  is  associational 
preaching.  This  is  his  eighth  time  to  WMU  director;  Grady  Crowell  is  di¬ 
retire.  (He  is  just  87  years  old!)  rector  of  missions.  •  , 


Church  Construction 
CHRISTIAN  BUILDERS  INC. 
SO  4e> *71  IrtmMtri  TN.  17027 
CONSTRUCTION  MANAGEMENT 
FINANCIAL  CONSULTATION 
SPECIALIZE©  ARCHITECTURAL 


Rheeft  (416F373-30R4 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  *  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


Hughes  Pew  Cushions 

Reversible  or  upholstered 
Quality,  comfprt  and  beauty,  |o 

We  believe  we  can 
save  your  church  money 

3  weeks  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
For  free  estimate  call  collect 

Eugene  Hughes,  501-353-6556 

Route  2,  Box  159 A 


Gurdon,  Ark.  71743 


IS  YOUR  INCOME 
KEEPING  UP  WITH 
INFLATION? 

Would  you  like  to  diversify  your 
sources  of  income? 


We  ar.e  seeking  a  few  ambitious 

- - ,.t£  like  to  expand 

their  income.  Part-time  or  full. 
For  Appt.  Contact: 

HAMILTON  &  ASSOCIATES' 
P.O.Box  277  . 

Ecru,  MS  38841  ° 
601/489-6417  i 


student  personnel  When  Arnold  Davis  resigned  as  pas- 
The  Suzanne  Nobles  tor  01  Friendship  Church,  Oktibbeha 
County,  in  October,  1980,  two  interim 
pastors  were  called  by  the  church  — 
Henry  Thompson  to  be  responsible  for 
Sunday  worship  services,  and  B.  B. 
McGee  of  Sturgis  to  be  responsible  for 
prayer  meeting  services.  In  March,' 
1980,  the  church  caU^ifiill  BogassS  of 
Columbls*  as) pastor.  \ J: 

*  During  thh  interlude  wlthoutja  pas 
tor,  but  with  two  interim  pastors,  the 
church  undertook  a  project  of  remod¬ 
eling  its  facilities,  including  the 
sanctuary  and  the  education  space.  A 
new  carpet  in  the  sanctuary  was  a  part 
of  the  renovation  program. 

In  the  past  associational  year  the 
church  was  second  only  to  First, 
Starkville  in  numbers  of  baptisms  in 
the  association  and  led  Oktibbeha  in 
ratio  of  baptisms  to  total  members. 

Friendship  Church  was  constituted 
in  1947  in  the  Craig  Springs  community 
south  of  Sturgis,  under  the  leadership 
of  the  late  C.  S.  Mullins,  whose  life  was 
characterized  by  ministering  to  com¬ 
munities  where  there  was  spiritual 
need  such  as  existed  in  this  community 


Clark  Scholarship  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  the  spring  of  1973  as  a 
permanent  memorial  to  the  teenage 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  No¬ 
bles,  who  lost  her  life  in  a  car-bicycle 
accident.  Renewable  over  a  four-year 
period,  the  scholarship  is.  presented 


CHESTER  WAYNE  HARRISON  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  April  5  by  Holly 
Church,  Corinth.  Harrison  is  pastor  Center  Hill  Church,  Counce,  Term.  Gary  Crum, 
chairman  ot  deacons,  left,  presents  Bible  from  the  church  to  Harrison  as  Pastor  Dan 
Emerson  looks  on.  . 


Offering  a  Complete  Line  of 
Quality  Church  Furnishings 


Briar  Hill  Church,  Rankin  County, 
held  Appreciation  Day  April  26  for  its 
pastor,  Wilson  Winstead,  and  music 
director,  Tom  Cline.  Sunday  School  at¬ 
tendance  reached  202.  A  reception  was 
given  after  the  evening  service.  That 
morning  the  church  presented  carna¬ 
tion  boutonnieres  to  the  two  men  and 
rose  corsages  to  their  wives,  Bobbie 
Winstead  and  Ruth  Cline.  The  chair¬ 
man  of  deacons,  Quenton  Bridges, 
presided  during  the  morning  program. 
Heads  of  various  departments  and 
4 Iso  individuals  expressed  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  pastor  and  music  director, 
and  for  the  way  they  have  helped  the 
church  to  grow  in  membership  (98  by 
baptism  and  letter)  and  in  growth  of 
adult  and  youth  people's  choirs. 


T.  Howard  Taylor,  pastor  of  Ar¬ 
lington  Heights  Church.  Pascagoula, 
wa\  elected  chairman  of  the  en/W,. 
ment  and  capital  giving  promotion 
committee  of  the  Stewardship  Com¬ 
mission,  SBC,  during  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  meeting  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 
March  11-12. 

WASHINGTON  (BPl-Robert  Bill- 
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FIBIRCLASS 

BAPTISTRIES  /  STEEPLES 

LARGE  SELECTION  FACTORY  DIRECT 


Chairs 


I  Oft  FBEI  CATNOSS 

c Ait  mu  mi 

1-900-527-9438 


NORMAN  A.  PERKINS,  Am  RrptrHnMIw 
53  Svnllnr  Drtrr  Brandon  MU*  39042 
601  /  825  9453  loll  collect i 


HEADQUARTERS'S 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  &  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  slock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  lor  Classroom.  Library^  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium  Cafetr^a  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 


An  evangelistic  crusade  will  be  held 
in  New  Hebron  May  17-22  at  the  New 
Hebron  Football  Field.  S.  A.  ( Sonny  i 
Adkins  will  be  the  evangelist.  Danny 
and  Renee  Brock  Aviil  be  mUsid 
evangelists.  Services  will  begin  at  7 
each  night 


*  New  Zion  Church,  Braxton,  recently 
licensed  Jesse  Wayne  Owen,  Jr.,  left, 
to  preach  the  gospel  He  is  the  son  of 
Mr^nd  Mrs.  Wayne  Owen  of  Braxton.  J 
Owen  is  a  graduate  of  West  Union  High 
School  and  Hinds  Junior  College  He  is 
employed  by  UPS  of  Jackson.  Also  he 
is  Staff  Sargeant  in  the  Mississippi  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  and  is  now  attending  Of¬ 
ficers'  Candidate  School  and  will  sooa 
receive  his  commission.  He  plans  to 
enter  seminary  this  fall.  Owed  is  av¬ 
ailable  for  supply  work  revivals  and 
other  speaking  engagements.  He  may 
be  reached  at  Star  Rt.,  Braxton  (tele¬ 
phone  847-1707  or  contact  him  through 
his  pu^.Tt.  Don  Ner^n,  right,  at  847- 


Pianos 


Steinway 


Kawai 


Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
Organs  *— 

Allen . Hammond 

Gulbransen  . . ,  Wurlitzer 

-Complete  Music  Department 
•Free  Delivery 
-We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 

-Special  Terms  to  Churches 


West  Corinth  Church,  Corinth :  April 
19-22,  Gregg  Thomas,  associate  pastor 
of  Wheeler  Grove  Church.  Corinth, 
evangelist;  James  Neal  Butler,  music 
director  of  East  Corinth  Church, 
singer;  seven  professions  of  faith; 
Wayn^  Campbell,  pastor. 
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Bible  iBook  Series 


Samuel’s  counsel  to  Israel 


By  Gordon  H.  Sousing,  paster 
First,  Pontotoc 
I  Samuel  12:1-25 

Although  Samuel  appears  again  in 
the  narratives,  this  chapter  has  been 
called  his  farewell  address  to  Israel. 
Here  there  is  a  summing  up  of  Israel’s 
fortunes  and  his  ministry  among  the 
people.  God  had  acted  on  Israel's  be¬ 
half  and  Samuel  now  calls  them  again 
to  faithful  obedience  to  Jehovah  God 
under  the  new  king. 

1.  Validation  of  Samuel's  leadership 

Samuel  opened  his  address  by  cal¬ 
ling  the  people  to  attention.  “Behold” 
is  a  word  which  carries  the  message: 
“Listen  to  Me;  I  have  something  im¬ 
portant  to  say.”  Four  times  in  these 
three  sentences  Samuel  uses  this  call 
to  attentiveness. 

Samuel  reminded  Israel  that  she 
now  had  a  king  and  the  rule  of  author¬ 
ity  was  turned  over  to  him.  This  was  in 
accordance  with  the  desires  of  the 
people.  The  king  was  now  before  the 
flock  to  guide  them,  much  like  a 
shepherd  guided  his  sheep.  It  was 
Samuel’s  desire  for  the  people  to  fol¬ 
low  the  king  now  that  Saul  was 
anointed. 

Samuel  then  makes  reference  to  his 
age  and  his  service.  He  had  been  be¬ 
fore  the  people  from  his  childhood  and 
served  as  judge,  prophet,  and  a  de¬ 
voted  servant.  Before  the  reins  of 
leadership  were  passed  on  to  Saul, 
Samuel  wanted  his  ministry  validated. 
Surely  this  man  is  an  example  of  a 
’  faithful  minister.  To  aspire  to  have  the 

characteristics  of  this  man  is  a  worthy 
goal.  Samuel  was  a  man  of  high 
character.  He  did  not  yield  to  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  position  or  money.  He  was  a 
gifted  teacher.  Samuel  delighted  in 
speaking  God's  word  to  die  people  and 
calling  them  to  action.  Samuel  was 
mighty  in  prayer.  He  constantly  made 
intercession  on  behalf  of  the  people 
and  sought  the  counsel  of  God.  These 
three  traits  are  worthy  for  any  fol¬ 
lower  of  the  Lord. 

2.  Explanation  of  God’S  acts  (12:7) 

The  people  were  called  to  the  stand 
as  defendants  while  Samuel  presented 
his  case  before  the  Lord.  God  had 
acted  faithfully  in  Israel’s  behalf  from 
the  time  of  the  Exodus  until  now. 
Samuel  reasoned  with  the  people 
about  their  relationship  with  God.  God 
had  been  faithful ;  Israel  had  been  un¬ 
faithful.  God  had  acted  rightly  toward 
Israel  across  the  years  #  her  history . 


cated  them  in  their  helplessness. 

1.  Implication  of  Israel's  obedience 
(12:12-1$) 

Samuel  saw  the  people's  request  for 
a  king  as  a  departure  from  the  way  of 
God.  For  Samuel,  their  desire  for  a 
king  expressed  a  lack  of  faith.  How¬ 
ever,  God  would  continue  to  help  Is¬ 
rael,  if  there  was  faithfulness  to  Him. 

The  king  of  their  choice  and  desire 
was  now  present  The  Lord  Himself 
had  set  him  over  the  people.  But  there 
were  conditions  to  God’s  blessing  in 
this  new  government.  God’s  gift  of  a 
king  did  not  exempt  Israel  from  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God.  Obedience  was  the  neces¬ 
sary  ingredient  needed  to  claim  God’s 


The  conditional  “if”  is  prominent  in 
the  Old  Testament  The  condition  set 
by  God  here  is,  “If  y<ou  will  fear,  serve, 
obey,  not  rebel. . .  then  you  continue 
following,  tbe  Lord  your  God.”  The 
promise  is  that  God  will  lead  and  pro¬ 
tect  as  a  shepherd  leads  and  protects 
bis  flock.  There  will  remain  under  tins 
condition  an  intimate  relationship 
witfrGod. 

“But  if  you  will  not  obey ...  but  rebel 
....  then  the  hand  of  the  Lord  will  be 
against  you.”  God  has  set  the  condi¬ 
tions.  It  is  up  to  the  people  to  decide 
their  course  of  action.  To  rebel  and 
disobey  God  is  to  bring  tbe  power  of 
God  against  them. 

God  always  keeps  His  promise;  He 
always  upholds  His  part  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  We  can  experience  tbe  New  Co¬ 
venant  in  Christ  The  conditions  are 
set,  “If  you  confess  with  your  mouth 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  believe  in  your 
heart  that  God  has  raised  Him  from 
the  dead,  (then)  you  shall  be  saved.” 
Our  relation  with  God  is  based  on 
obedience,  and  it  is  in  that  obedient 
relationship  that  His  blessings  are  still 
experienced. 

4.  Incentives  to  obedience  (12:12-22) 

Samuel  accepted  the  people’s  desire 
for  a  king  because  God  accepted  it 
The  people  had  received  their  request, 
but  God  was  still  in  control.  Verses 
12-12  relate  a  display  of  God’s  power 
which  brought  fear  to  the  people.  It 
was  then  that  the  people  made  a 
prayer  request  of  Samuel.  “Pray  for 
your  servants  to  the  Lord  your 
God — ’’Was  it  that  tbe  people  did  not 
or  could  not  call  upon  the  Lord  “our” 
God?  They  turned  to  Samuel  for  inter¬ 
vention.  They  feared  for  their  very 


was  added  the  evil  of  asking  for  a  king 
Tbe  people  saw  for  the  first  time  tbe 
implications  of  their  demand  for  a 
king.  By  their  demand  they  had  re¬ 
jected  God.  The  miracle  had  con¬ 
vinced  them  of  that  fact.  So,  they 
asked  Samuel  to  pray  for  their  de¬ 
liverance. 

Samuel’s  counsel  was,  “Do  not 
fear.”  God's  miracle  of  unseasonal 
rain  should  lead  them  to  obedience. 

The  Lord  is  forgiving  and  a  new  start  is 

possible.  The  instruction  is:  “Serve 
the  Lord  with  all  your  heart”  This 
means  total  commitment  to  God’s  will. 
Halfhearted  service  is  not  acceptable. 
All  of  Samuel's  work  and  prayer  wili 
not  accomplish  what  faithful  service  to 
God  would  accomplish.  The  secret  of 
blessing  for  Israel  was  in  total  com¬ 
mitment  to  tbe  Lord. 

Thus,  they  were  not  to  turn  aside  be¬ 
cause  that  would  be  fertile.  False  gods 
are  nothing  and  to  follow  them  brings 
nothingness.  There  is  no  profit  or  de¬ 
liverance  in  false  gods. 

The  Lord  God  is  Israel’s  source  of 
hope.  He  is  faithful  because  He  isGjjd. 
His  promise  is  based  upon  His  namef 
His  very  character.  God’s  desire  was 
to  make  a  people  for  Himself  and  He 
would  go  with  Israel  and  be  her  God. 

The  new  king  and  change  of  gov¬ 
ernment  did  not  dismiss  Israel's  need 
for  God.  Nor  did  it  eliminate  the  need 
for  a  prophet  of  God .  Samuel  would  not 
stop  making  intercession  far  Israel  for 
that  would  be  a  sin  against  God.  To 
pray  for  them  was  his  duty  as  a 
prophet 

It  was  also  his  duty  to  “instruct  them 
in  the  good  end  right  way.”  As  tbe 
people  followed  his  instructions  from 
the  Lord,  they  would  be  greatly  bles¬ 
sed  far  the  sake  of  the  Lord .  Reverence 
and  service  to  God  was  the  key  to  Is¬ 
rael’s  life.  ~~  . 

These  words  from  the  prophet 
Samuel  to  Israel  relay  vital  truths  for 
life  today.  God  is  the  source  of  all  life 
and  blessing.  To  ignore  God  and  His 
teaching  is  to  invite  calamity.  Tbe 
spiritual  principle  of  sowing  and  reap¬ 
ing  still  exists.  Thus,  to  faith  God  and 
obey  Him  is  to  know  life  and  show  our 
love  for  Him.  May  we  learn  to  seek 
God’s  counsel,  obey  His  word,  and 
walk  in  His  paths  of  righteousness,  for 
herein  is  life. 


Lexington  plans 
“fullness  in 
Christ”  meet 

First  Church,  Lexington,  will  hold  a 
Fullness  in  Christ  Conference,  May 
18-22.  This  Bible  conference  for  per¬ 
sons  of  all  faiths,  is  to  be  sponsored  by 
Fullness  Magazine,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas. 

Guest  speakers  will  be  Jerry 
Spencer  of  Memphis,  full-time 
evangelist  who  has  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Conference  of 
Southern  Baptist  Evangelists;  Jim 
Hylton,  pastor  of  Lake  Country  Baptist 
Church,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  au¬ 
thor  of  Just  Dying  to  Live  and  Just  Sit- 
tin’  Pretty;  and  Jane  Hylton,  wife  of 
Jim  Hylton  and  ladies'  seminar 
speaker.-’ 

Lectures  and/or  seminars  will  be 
held  Mon.-Fri.  at  7  p.m.  and  Tues.  -Fri. 
at  10  a.m.  A  luncheon  for  pastors  will 
be  held  at  noon  Tuesday  at  a  lunch¬ 
eon  for  ladies  will  be  held  at  noon  Fri¬ 
day.  Topics  such  as  these  will  be  on  the 
agenda:  “'The  Exchanged  Life”;  “The 
Lordship  of  Christ”;  “The  Spirit- 
Filled  life”;  “Evangelism  and  Mis¬ 
sions.” 

Lebanon 
resolution 
honors  Sims 

Lebanon  Association  in  spring  ses¬ 
sion  April  21  adopted  a  resolution  ex¬ 
pressing  appreciation  for  the  late  J.  D. 
Sims  and  his  committed  service  to  the 
Lord. 

Sims  died  April  IS,  1981.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  said  that  be  was  “committed  and 
loyal  in  service  to  our  association  as 
treasurer  for  almost  a  auarter  of  a 
century,  and  he  gave  unsttntingly  of  his 
time,  energy,  and  talents  of  business 
acumen  in  recording  accurate  finan¬ 
cial  statements  and  the  disbursement 
of  funds  for  the  Lord’s  work.  He  was 
courteous  and  prompt  in  being  availa¬ 
ble  to  committees  and  individuals  for 
consultation  and  advice  on  associa- 
tional  financial  matters,  and  be  was  a 
good  and  faithful  member,  officer,  and 
deacon  of  Providence  Baptist  Church, 
a  capable  officer  of  the  administration 
of  William  Carey  College,  and  an  out¬ 
standing  citizen  of  his  community.  He 
portrayed  before  all  the  characteris¬ 
tics  of  a  genuine  Christian  gentle¬ 
man.” 

Joel  Ray  is  the  Lebanon  director  of 
missions. 


Salem  Church,  Leake  County,  held  an  appreciation  day  recently  for  Pastor  G.  C. 
Carlisle,  center  and  Mrs.  Carlisle,  right.  Doyle  Phillips,  left,  deacon,  presented  the 
Carlisles  a  plaque,  in  gratitude  for  the  couple's  approximately  40  yeafs  of  service  at 
Salem.  Carlisle  retired  In  January  from  the  ministry. 

Salem  salutes  Carlisle, 
its  pastor  for  40  years 


of  their  sense  of  sin.  J>e#P}e  f*  no’  Th«  Bible  is  the  expression  of  in- 


G.  C.  Carlisle,  pastor  at  Salem 
Church,  Leake  County,  for  around  40 
years,  has  retired  from  the  ministry. 
The  church  recently  held  Appreciation 
Day  in  his  honor. 

Fifty  years  ago  Carlton  Carlisle 
answered  a  call  from  God  to  preach.  In 
January  1931,  Salem  Church,  Leake 
County,  called  him  as  pastor,  with  ser¬ 
vices  once  a  month. 

As  it  was  during  depression  years, 
there  was  not  much  money  in  circula¬ 
tion  and  the  church  could  not  pay  him 
very  much,  but  luckily  he  was  a 
teacher  as  well  as  a  preacher. 

His  home  was  located  in  Smith 
County  at  Pineville  and  still  is,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  about  60  miles  from  the 
church.  The  roads  were  often  bad,  and 
it  was  hard  for  him  to  get  to  the  church, 
but  not  many  times  did  be  fail. 

He  served  the  church  until 
November  1934,  and  resigned.  He 
spent  the  next  three  years  in  another 
church  field.  In  April  1937,  the  church 
called  him  back.  Times  had  improved 
very  little,  but  the  hard  times,  did  not 
daunt  his  faith  and  desire  to  serve  God. 
Many  times  he  did  not  get  enough 
money  to  pay  his  expenses  Sometimes 
in  the  place  of  money  he  would  receive 
vegetables,  fruit,  etc.-  Yet  he  seldom 
missed  preaching  at  the  designated 
hour. 

He  stayed  until  September  1939,  and 
moved  to  another  church  field  and  was 
gone  for  about  nine  years.  Then  in 


and  he  served  faithfully  until  he  re¬ 
tired,  effective  January  1, 1961,  a  total 
of  32  years  in  succession.  The  church 
moved  from  once  a  month  services  to 
half  time  services  and  remained  half 
time  until  January  1981  when  it  went 
full  time. 

During  these  years,  Carlisle  was  in¬ 
volved  in  an  automobile  accident 
which  almost  claimed  his  life.  For 
months  the  doctors  did  not  know  if  he 
would  recover.  For  many  months  he 
went  when  he  was  hardly  able.  One 
member  said,  “He  and  his  good  wife 
have  sacrificed  much  in  order  for  him 
to  carry  on  the  Lord's  work.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  has  not  been  an  easy  road  for 
them,  but  the  Lord  has  truly  blessed 
the  people  atSalem  with  these  40 years 
of  service. 

“He  has  seen  many  souls  born  into 
the  kingdom  of  God.  He  has  helped  to 
bury  many  of  his  friends  and  church 
members.  Many  times  he  and  his  wife 
have  brought  comfort  in  so  many  ways 
to  the  members  and  friends  in  the 
community.  He  has  seen  many  of  the 
small  children  grow  into  adulthood 
and  has  married  many  of  them  and  has 
seen  children  born  into  their  families. 
Only  a  few  members  remain  who  re¬ 
member  his  first  sermon  at  Salem. 

“Regretfully,  we  give  him  up  but  we 
do  wish  for  him  and  his  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  wife  the  very  best  that  life  can  af¬ 
ford  and  pray  God’s  richest  blessings 
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By  Tom  F.  Raybun/| 

First,  Boonevilie 
Hebrews  4:14-16,  S:l-19 

In  the  more  informal  and  democra¬ 
tic  churches  of  today,  many  people  get 
the  impression  that  there  are  no 
priests.  To  them  the  word  priest  calls 
tq  mind  the  elaborate  hierarchy  of 
Roman  Catholicism  or  the  Church  of 
one  look*  at  the  simple 
of  tome  religious  con¬ 
it  is  efsy  to  think  that  no 
priest  is  there.  However,  the  book  of 
Hebrews  tells  us  the  priesthood  was 
changed  (7:12),  but  not  that  it  was 
abolished. 

There  were  many  priests  in  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  times  who  took  their  turns  at 
offering  sacrifices  and  serving  in  the 
temple.  The  fattier  of  John  the  Baptist 
was  a  priest  Every  day  he  served  God 
at  the  altar.  On  the  day  of  atonement 
which  was  once  a  year,  the  high  priest 
carried  the  blood  of  sacrifice  into  the 
Most  Holy  Place  to  make  atonement 
for  the  sins  of  the  people  (9:6,7). 

The  priesthood  has  been  changed. 
The  ancient  order  provides  a  picture 
and  prophecy  of  the  priesthood  that  is 
permanent.  “We  have  a  great  high 
priest,  that  is  passed  into  the  heavens, 
Jesus  the  Son  of  God”  (4: 14).  Once  for 
all,  He  went  into  the  Most  Holy  Place, 
not  in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  but  in 
heaven  eternal,  making  atonement 
with  His  own  blood  far  the  sins  of  man¬ 
kind  (9:11,12).  But  the  high  priest  is 
not  the  only  priest.  Every  Christian 
also  is  a  priest,  serving  God  daily  and 
offering  spiritual  sacrifices.  (I  Peter 
2:25).  The  priesthood  has  not  been 
abolished,  God  has  more  priests  than 
ever  before  (Standard  Cwnmeattry.) 

la  chapter  4:14-12  we  see  Christ  as 
oar  high  priest — Halley  says  that  with 
this  passage  the  main  theme  of  Heb¬ 
rew  begins.  It  is  a  comparison  of  Christ 
with  the  Levitical  priesthood,  and  it 
continues  into  chapter  10. 

V-14  High  Priest-  Christians  have  a 
high  priest  just  as  the  Jews  had.  Jesus 
is  greater  than  the  Levitical  and 
Aaronic  priesthoods.  Jesus  fulfilled  alt 
the  types  of  that  priesthood.  Passed  In 
dw  heavens — The  Jewish  High  Priest 
went  once  a  year  into  the  Most  Holy 
Place.  Jesus  has  gone  into  the  Most 
Holy  Place  which  is  heaven.  He  went 
into  heaven  to  make  intercession  and 
to  sprinkle  the  blood  of  atonement  on 
the  mercy  seat.  When  Jesus  said,  “It  is 
finished,"  ‘‘He  paid  it  all.” 

Son  of  God  —  Jesus  was  not  a  son  of 


Aaron,  but  of  God.  HsM  fast  —  Christ¬ 
ians  are  to  hold  fast  and  not  fall  away 
.or  apostatize.  In  the  following  chap¬ 
ters  of  the  book  we  are  given  reason 
why  we  should  hold  fast  to  our  profes¬ 
sion  in  Him.  (1.)  We  look  to  Him  for 
assistance  (4:15,12);  (2.)  The  impos¬ 
sibility  of  sacrifice  for  sin  being  of¬ 
fered  again  (Chapter  2);  (3.)  Those 
-who  rejected  Moses  2nd  his  teachings 
died  without  mercy.  Those  who  reject 
Ovist  will  die  without  mercy  (10:27- 
32).  The  writer  is  trying  to  show  us  the 
danger  of  a  Christian  completely  turn¬ 
ing  against  Christ  and  disowning  His 
name,  and  calling  the  sacrifice  at  Cal- 


V-15  High  priest ...  be  toadied  — 
Take  the  negatives  out  of  this  state¬ 
ment  and  it  reads  more  meaningfully. 
We  have  a  high  priest  who  can  be 
touched.  Our  High  Priest  is  not  cold 
and  unfeeling.  He  can  sympathize  with 
us.  He  can  give  us  aid  and  support.  If 
he  were  cold  and  unkind  He  would 
repel  us,  but  He  is  tender  and  sym¬ 
pathetic  and  attracts  the  weak  and  sin¬ 
ful.  Teaptod  Ike  we  are  —  He  under¬ 
stands  os  because  he  was  tempted, 
tried,  despised,  and  cast  out  He  was 
poor,  he  had  paid,  he  had  died.  Without 
sia  —  He  did  not  tin.  and  therefore  is 
able  to  help  sinners  who  put  their  trust 
in  Him. 

V-12  Unto  the  threw  si  grace  -  The 
Jewish  High  Priest  approached  the 
throne  of  God  with  the  blood  of  atone¬ 
ment  to  pray  for  the  people  and  to  ask 
for  their  pardon.  Jesus  shed  His  Mood 
snd  approached  the  throne  of  God  and 
pleaded  for  the  pardon  of  men.  We 
may  come  with  boldness  and  find  par¬ 
don.  We  should  not  hestitate  or  fear  to 
come.  Ohtala  mercy  —  If  you  do  not 
fed  your  need  of  mercy  you  will  not 
find  it  Those  who  have  the  deepest 
sense  of  need  will  find  forgiveness. . 
And  grace  —  God  will  give  you 
strength,  help,  counsel,  direction,  and 
support  for  the  many  duties  and  trials 
of  We. 

In  chapter  5:1-1#  we  see  Christ  com¬ 
pared  to  the  Levitical  priests,  says 
Halley.  The  Levitical  priests  were  of 
the  tribe  a  Levi.  Christ  was  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah.  They  were  many.  He  was 
One.  They  offered  animal  sacrifices. 
He  offered  Himself.  They  died/He 
lives.  r 

V  I  Every  High  Priest —He  was  the' 
head  of  religious  affairs  and  was  the 
judge  of  all  that  pertained  to  religion, 
and  sometime*  he  served  as  minister 


of  justice-and  a  judge.  Ordained  for 
mea — Consecrated  or  set  apart  for  the 
religious  welfare  of  men.  Pertaining  to 
God  —  He  was  to  carry  on  the  worship 
of  God  and  service  to  God .  He  vhs  not  a 
civil  ruler,  or  teacher,  or  scientist,  or 
military  leader,  tv  business  man.  His 
business  was  to  superintend  the  affairs 
of  religion.  Many  churches  today  look 
upon  their  pastors  as  administrators, 
philosophers,  psychologists,  enter¬ 
tainers;  this  is  wfemg.  The  pastor  is 
called  to  preach  tnfc  Word.  He  is  pas¬ 
tor,  he  looks  after  the  spiritual  needs  of 
the  people  and  he  shares  with  them  the 
will  of  God  which  comes  by  preaching 
Offering  gifts  and  sacrifice  for  sins  — 
These  were  offerings  as  expressions  of 
gratitude.  Also,  the  blood  offerings  of 
animals  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins. 
Barnes  says  that  it  is  improper  to  give 
the  name  priest,  to  a  minister  of  tbe 
gospel,  because  he  offers  no  sacrifice. 
He  sprinkles  no  blood.  He  is  appointed 
to  preach  the  word.  He  is  to  lead  the 
devotions  of  the  church. 

V-5  Christ  glorified  not  Himself  — 

Jesus  did  not  obtrude  into  the  office  of 
high  priest.  He  was  not  ambitious  for 
it,  hut  he  entered  into  it  and  performed 

its  duties,  for  he  was  called  of  God  to  it 

MelcMxedek  —  Melchizedek  was  not  a 
Levitical  priest.  He  was  a  priest  and  a 
king.  Jesus  was  not  a  Levitical  priest 
He  was  a  priest  and  he  was  King. 

V -9  Made  Perfect — Sufferings  were 
necessary  to  complete  or  finish  his 
character  as  a  Savior.  He  is  able  to 
redeem  man  from  all  aspects  of  sin. 
Aether  —  He  procured  the  cause  of 
salvation  That  obey  Him  -  Those  who 

live  in  sin  will  not  be  saved  Those  who 
obey  Him,  that  is  through  faith,  repen¬ 
tance,  and  discipleship,  will  be  saved 

The  prayer  of  a  priest ...  O  Lord,  we 

approach  Ytiur  throne'#  grace  confi- 
deot  that  You  will  hear  our  prayer  and 
fullfil  our  needs.  You  know  what  we 
really  are.  You  know  also  what  we  long 
to  be.  Help  us;  we  pray,  that  we  may 
grow  strong  "and  uncompromising 
under  temptation.  How  grateful  we 
are  for  the  great  High  Priest  who  is  the 
Author  of  eternal  salvation!  Father  in 
Heaven,  help  us  to  have  the  wisdom 
and  energy  and  courage  to  take  others 
the  good  news  of  His  salvation  We 
pray  in  His  own  tx  ~  Amen.  (Stan- 
dard  Commentary  > 


By  James  L.  Heflin,  pastor 
FBC,  Greenville  1 

Acts  13:2-2;  II  Corinthians  8: 1-5; 

Ephesians  8:18-22; 

PMlippians  1:12-14 

A  loyal  church  member  told  her  pas¬ 
tor  that  she  just  could  not  do  anything 
» except  attend  church.  She  insisted:  “I 
am  only  one  person.  There  is 
thing  that  I  can  do."  ” 

That  lady  expressed  the  sentiments 
of  too  many  of  us.  We  feel  that  we  can¬ 
not  do  anything  to  help  with  world  mis¬ 
sions.  After  all,  the  task  is  great  and 
there  are  so  many  “out  there”  who 
need  the  gospel.  One  person  cannot 
make  that  much  difference. 

That  is  wrong.  If  each  one  of  us  will 
seriously  consider  the  question  “What 
can  I  do?"  and  search  for  an  answer  in 
the  Bible  we  will  all  discover  that  it 
takes  the  combined  effort  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  mission.  What,  then,  can 
Ido? 

I.  Heed  the  call  to  missions  (Acts  13:1- 

31 

Antioch  of  Syria  was  the  home  of  a 
very  devoted  group  of  disciples  who 
had  formed  one  of  the  strongest 
churches  in  the  world.  Included  in  the 
church  membership  were  prophets 
and  teachers  (v.  1).  Among  them  were 
Saul,  known  better  as  Paul,  and  Bar¬ 


it  takes  a  mighty  honest  man  to 
know  whether  he’s  tired  or  just  plain 
lazy. 


As  tbe  church  continued  its  minis¬ 
try,  the  Holy  Spirit  instructed  the 
members  to  separate  Saul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas  for  a  special  work  (v.  2).  Al¬ 
ready  the  Spirit  had  called  the  two  men 
to  do  the  work. 

The  call  of  tbe  Holy  Spirit  is  difficult 
to  explain  but  to  very  real.  The  one  to 
whom  the  call  comes  is  certain  wheii 
he  hears  the  voice  ca"jgg  him.  SauT 
dad  Barnabas  heard  the  call  as  they 
ministered  in  the  local  church.  For  so 
many  of  us  that  is  true  of  our  own  ex¬ 
perience.  As  we  served  in  our  local 
churches  we  received  God’s  call.  . 

Obviously,  Paul  and  Barnabas  had 
answered  the  call.  When  the  church 
had  fasted  and  prayed,  they  laid  hands 
on  the  two  men  and  sent  them  away  to 
missions  service  (v.  3). 

From  the  experience  of  the  church 
at  Antioch  we  learn  the  pattern  for 
going  into  missionary  service.  First, 
the  call  comes  from  God.  Then  willing 
Christians  answer  the  call.  Next  the 
church  separates  the  volunteers  for 


■“their  ministries  Our  practice  of  ordi¬ 
nation  ig_based,  te  a  large  degree,  on 
the  example  of  the  church  at  Antioch 
when  they  laid  hands  on  Paul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas.  Finally,  those  who  have  heard 
and  heeded  the  call  are  sent  out  to 
begin  their  new  work. 

H.  Give  so  that  others  may  go  (II  Cor. 

'  Due  to  the  miS&onary  service  of 
Paul  and  Barnabas,  churches  were  es¬ 
tablished  throughout  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  area.  One  of  them  was  at 
Macedonia.  Often  Paul  wrote  hack  to 
the  churches  he  had  founded  to  en¬ 
courage  them. 

When  he  wrote  his  second  letter  to 
the  church  at  Corinth,  Paul  reminded 
the  Corinthians  of  the  response  the 
Macedonians  had  made  to  the  grace  of 
God  (v.  1).  Though  they  bad  very  little 
monetary  wealth,  the  Macedonians 
had  an  abundant  supply  of  joy  (v.  2). 
They  gave  liberally  to  missions.  They 
gave  of  their  own  free  will  (v.  3). 

Tbe  Macedonians  felt  a  keen  sense  of 
kinship  and  fellowship  with  other 
Christians  who  were  mission  minded 
(v.  4).  They  wanted  to  give  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  ministry. 

Not  every  Christian  can  go  for  mis¬ 
sions  service.  Yet,  everyone  of  us  can 
have  a  part  in  the  ministries  of  those 
who  do  go.  We  can  give  liberally  to  help 
with  their  work. 

There  is  something  which  precedes 
the  giving  of  money.  It  is  the  giving  of 
self.  The  Macedonian  Christians  first 
gave  themselves  to  God.  Gifts  of 
money  should  be  a  reflection  of  the 
deeper  commitment  of  ourselves  to 
God.  He  wants  the  heart  of  the  person 
first.  He  deljghts  more  in  obedience 
than  he' does 

HI.  Pray  (EphestoM  8:12-22) 

No  mission  venture  is  complete 
without  prayer.  Paul  urged  the  Ephe 
sians,  among  whom  he  had  served,  to 
pray  for  him  (v.  18).  Paul  urged  the 
Ephesians,  among  whom  he  had 
served,  to  pray  for  him  (v.  18).  He  cal¬ 
led  for  "prayer  and  supplication.” 
meaning  that  he  wanted  them  to  pray 
in  a  general  way,  but  he  also  wanted 
them  to  be  specific  in  their  prayers  as 
well. 

“Pray  in  the  Spirit  at  all  seasons.” 
Paul  said.  Here  is  a  reference  to  seri¬ 
ous  praytng.  The  Spfrtt  can  make  in¬ 
tercession  far  us  even  when  we  are  un¬ 


able  to  express  ours&fves  (Ramans 
8:26).  Pray  all  the  time,  Paul  com 
timed. 

Furthermore,  Paul  suggested  that 
the  Ephesians  pray  “watching  there¬ 
unto  in  all  perseverance  and  supplica¬ 
tion  for  all  the  saints.”  Hi}  words 
meant  to  endure  m  ytfur  prayer  life  as 
;,ym  afcW-R^ciati^ngs.  ( 

Then  Pailf  Tgtyiwted  prayer  for 
himself  ( v.  20) .  He  asked  them  to  pray 
that  he  could  open  his  mouth  and  speak 
with  boldness  the  "mystery  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.”  The  mystery  of  which  he  spoke 
referred  to  something  which  had  been 
hidden  but  now  had  been  revealed. 
God’s  plan  for  the  salvation  of  men  Is 
no  secret 

Though  he  was  in  chains  (a  prisoner 
in  Rome),  Paul  was  an  ambassador 
for  God  (v,  20).  He  repeated  his  desire 
to  preach  boldly  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ.  He  declared  that  he 
ought  to  speak  with  boldness.  The  gos¬ 
pel  calls  for  that  kind  of  preaching.  • 

Every  messenger  of  God  needs  the 
prayer  support  of  his  fellow  Christ¬ 
ians.  Almost  without  exception,  when 
foreign  missionaries  return  home  on 
furlough  and  visit  our  churches  they 
request:  “If  you  can  do  nothing  else, 
pray  for  us.” 

IV.  Persist  (Phil,  1:12-14) 

Paul  had  the  unusual  ability  to  be 
happy  no  matter  his  circumstances. 
He  told  the  Philippians  that  his  being 
in  jail  actually  helped  to  further  the 
gospel  ( V.  12) .  The  gospel  was  spread¬ 
ing  throughout  the  world,  thanks  to  the 
dedicated  efforts  of  that  first  missio¬ 
nary. 

During  his  imprisonment  Paul  was 
chained  to  a  aUtiw^-Ttie 

praetorian  guard  was  this  palace 
guanj,  Instead  of  complaihbg  t-;  jv--  ,i 
guards,  Paul  witnessed  to  them.  With 
the  changing  of  the  guard  every  six 
hours:  Paul  could  share  Christ  with  at 
least  four  men  per  day.  Through  them 
his  testimony  spread  to  the  entire 
corps  of  guards  (v.  13). 

Persistence  is  a  jewel  in  witnessing. 
Because  Paul  would  not  let  cir¬ 
cumstances  defeat  him,  he  main¬ 
tained  a  constant  witness.  He  helped 
get  the  gospel  out  among  the  elite  capi¬ 
tal  guard  Chains  could  bind  him  but 
the  gospel  was  not  bound. 

Paul’s  persistence  served  as  an 
example  to  other  Christians 


